
that directed this matter. No. Who was it? 
Why, it was those who are placed over us; 
and those very things that seemed hard for 
us to do at that time have really accom-
plished one of the greatest things that his-
tory has yet developed. The power of God 
never was made more manifest.

Where did it take place, and how? Out 
of the fountainhead. It flowed through the 
stem of the tree: it came from City Creek 
Canyon, to go to one of our former figures, 
and through the proper channels. My judg-
ment would have said, “Go and kill them 
off,” long ago. I should have said, “Holloa, 
here!—150 men drive those teams in here 
that are on Ham’s Fork before the soldiers 
arrive, and then we will kill off the scoun-
drels by piecemeal.” And that would have 
been the judgment of most men: it would 
have been according to natural reasoning. 
But God does not see as men; he reasons 
not as man. Although we may partially com-
prehend our individual duties, we do not 
understand how to regulate the Church of 
God. It needs the regular organization and 
the Spirit to direct through the proper chan-
nels; and hence the result of these events 
that are manifest now before our eyes.

Would you like the soldiers away? I 
do not know that I would; I do not care 
anything about it. Perhaps the Lord may 
have hung them up there, like the mother 
hangs up the rod and points to it. Does 
the mother want to hurt the child? No. 
Neither does she want to be continually 
scolding. The Lord may not be angry at us, 
but he does not want us to be continually 
disobeying his authority and going con-
trary to his law.

Suppose Uncle Sam should rise up in his 
red hot wrath, and send 50,000 men here—
[President Brigham Young says his own fire 
would burn him out]—who of us can tell the 
result? I speak of these things that we may

reflect. Who can tell what will come next? 
Who knows about the future? You see the 
position we are placed in—that we are de-
pendent on the Lord and on his counsel, 
and all that we can do or say will be ac-
cording to that from this time henceforth 
and forever. Zion begins to rise, her light 
being come. The glory of the Lord is rising 
upon us.

Will the law of God go from Zion, 
and his word from Jerusalem? Will he re-
buke strong nations afar off and manifest 
his power through his Priesthood? How, 
when, and in what manner will these 
things be brought about? Who can say? Do 
you not see that we are just as ignorant to-
day in regard to many of the events that 
pertain to the kingdom of God as we were 
on the day we were baptized? At the same 
time, we were then ignorant in relation to 
many principles that are now plain and 
familiar to us. And so it will be from this 
time forward. It needs a guiding hand—a 
man filled with the Spirit of God, and not 
only that, but the Lord to communicate 
with, that he may comprehend the designs 
of God and lead forth Israel in the paths 
they should go.

What shall we do, then? Shall we begin 
to fret, and whine, and grunt, and groan 
about this and that, and because we think 
things are in a very bad fix? We ought to 
feel that we are in the Church and king-
dom of God, and that God is at the helm, 
and that all is right and will continue to be. 
I feel as easy as an old shoe.

What if we should be driven to the moun-
tains? Let us be driven. What if we have to 
burn our houses? Why, set fire to them with 
a good grace, and dance a jig round them 
while they are burning. What do I care about 
these things? We are in the hands of God, 
and all is right, Brother Brigham says we are 
used to it, and we shall not feel it hard.
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