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Reported by G. D. Wartt

I esteem it a privilege at all times to join
with my brethren in bearing testimony to
the work of God. I am satisfied that we, as
a people, have great reason to rejoice for
the privileges and blessings granted unto
us in these valleys of the mountains by our
Father in heaven. We are in a great school;
and it is a profitable one, in which we are
receiving very important lessons from day
to day. We are taught to cultivate our
minds, to control our thoughts, to thor-
oughly bring our whole being into subjec-
tion to the Spirit and law of God, that we
may learn to be one and act as the heart
of one man, that we may carry out the
purposes of God upon the earth. Yes, we
are taught many principles which tend to
our exaltation and glory, which could not
be made manifest unto us only as they are
revealed unto us by the inspiration of the
Almighty, through the mouth of his ser-
vants the Prophets.

The principles of the Gospel of Jesus
Christ are made plain to us by the figures
and illustrations which have been made
today, and which are made from time to
time so plain that a child could not mis-
understand—also to impress upon our
minds our duties. Those principles are not
surrounded with that mystery that shrouds
the doctrines taught by the sectarian world.
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We, as a people, have long been praying
for the kingdom of God to come, and his
will to be done on the earth as it is done
in heaven. We have been taught this prayer
from childhood; but neither we nor our
parents understood what we were praying
for, only we made a practice of uttering
those words from tradition, and never un-
derstood the meaning until we were made
acquainted with the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Since we have become acquainted with
brother Joseph and the Gospel, we have
looked forward with much interest to the
day when the kingdom of God should be
established upon the earth in the same light,
power, and glory in which the Apostles and
Prophets saw it by vision and revelation;
and that all which God has promised con-
cerning it should have its fulfillment.

During the last twenty or twenty-five
years, many things have been prophesied;
and the Lord, through his servants, has
made many promises which have been
revealed unto us concerning the blessings
that are in store for us if we faithfully do
our duty. I can say, with my brethren, that
I rejoice that I am in these valleys of the
mountains associated with the people of
God a thousand miles from Christianity,
civilization, and the fruits thereof—at least
such as are now manifest throughout the
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