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Christian world; and I feel to prize this

blessing and to acknowledge the hand of

God in leading us here; for the hand of

God has been plainly visible in deliver-

ing us from the hands of our persecu-

tors and planting us in a land of health,

peace, and safety; and the more my mind

is enlightened by the Holy Spirit the

more precious and glorious do these prin-

ciples appear unto me.

I am satisfied that all is right in Zion.

All is right with those who lead us. All

is right as far as we do right. We have

enjoyed many blessings during the past

year. The Lord has in his mercy poured

out his Holy Spirit upon us as a peo-

ple, and there is a great change with

the inhabitants of Zion during the past

year. We were in a great measure asleep;

and the Lord, knowing the things which

lay before us, poured out his Holy Spirit

abundantly upon our leaders, who called

upon us to wake up, and the Spirit of

God was poured out upon the people;

and they have, in a great measure, en-

deavored to repent, forsake their sins,

and unite themselves together to carry

out the counsels of his servants. I have

never seen the hearts of this people so

united as during the past year. No per-

son who has listened to the words of the

Presidency of this Church during a few

months past, and has seen the fulfill-

ment of their sayings, but can clearly see

the hand of God with them and his Spirit

guiding them continually.

The day that many of us have an-

ticipated, since we have been made ac-

quainted with Joseph Smith and the

Gospel, has begun to dawn upon us.

The revelations of Jesus Christ are

fast fulfilling before our eyes. We see

the kingdom set up, and the time has

come when the nation that has given

many of us birth has entered the field

as our open enemies and persecutors,

and commenced an unhallowed perse-

cution against us, with a determina-

tion to destroy us from off the earth.

The same as cities, towns, counties, and

states have done before them, they have

united together to crush and destroy this

people, and remove them, if possible,

from the earth.

Ever since I have been made ac-

quainted with the Gospel and the

progress of this people, I have always

believed that the United States would

take this course, and, in a national ca-

pacity and under the form of law, seek

to destroy the Church and kingdom of

God from off the earth. For the light

has come unto them and the Gospel of

salvation has been offered unto them,

and they have rejected it and killed the

Prophets. Hence, the light and Spirit of

God is taken from them, sin abounds,

and they are filled with anger against

all that is good. Their course is uncon-

stitutional and contrary to every princi-

ple of law, righteousness, justice, judg-

ment, and truth. In all our persecutions,

our persecutors have had no just cause

for pursuing the course against us they

have, only they were stirred up by the

Devil. Darkness, wickedness, and abom-

inations of every kind are increasing in

the minds of the wicked nations of the

earth, because the Spirit of God is with-

drawing from them. They have had the

fulness of the everlasting Gospel offered

unto them, but they have rejected it.

There has never been a set of men

since the Lord made the world who have

labored more diligently than the Twelve

Apostles and Elders of this Church in

preaching the Gospel to the world. They

have rejected the message sent to them,

revealed by an angel from God, which

leaves them now under condemnation.

Brother Joseph would have embraced

the whole circle of the human family in

the principles of salvation, if he had pos-

sessed the power. He had that great-

ness of soul never seen in the human


