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losses, they are of little consequence.

The law of God is in the mouths of

those who are set to lead us. If the

Lord should give a revelation through

them that would appear contrary to our

traditions—our customs, or reveal new

principles—things which have been hid

from the foundation of the world, it

should not try the faith of the Saints.

The Lord has given revelations accord-

ing to the capacity of the children of men.

If there was a point where man in

his progression could not proceed any

further, the very idea would throw a

gloom over every intelligent and reflect-

ing mind. God himself is increasing and

progressing in knowledge, power, and do-

minion, and will do so, worlds without

end. It is just so with us. We are in a pro-

bation, which is a school of experience.

It is a blessing to breathe the ele-

ment that is in this place—to behold the

unity of the people in trying to bring

their wills into subjection to the will of

the Lord their God. I am glad we are

here, and our enemies where they are.

Those of us who have been here for some

ten years cannot realize the great con-

trast between Utah and the rest of the

world. We hardly know how to prize our

privileges. Were we placed in any of the

large cities of the United States and Eu-

rope, we should hardly believe we were

in the same world. The sounds of blas-

phemy are not heard in our streets: riot-

ing, drunkenness, whoredom, rape, and

murder, and the black catalogue of crime

practiced in the Christian world do not

meet the eye or salute the ear of the

passerby in Utah. The contrast between

the City of Great Salt Lake and the cities

of the nations abroad, touching the order,

decency, virtue, and moral character of

the people here, cannot be told.

Having been made acquainted with

the Gospel, we have been trying to

improve ourselves. We have a good de-

gree of faith in our leaders, and tried

to follow the word of God from their

mouths. We have improved in these

things, and my prayer is that we may

continue so to do and prize the blessings,

privileges, freedom, and spirit and power

of the Holy Ghost that are poured upon

us in these peaceful valleys. We need not

any longer thirst for the things that are

in the world. We are the best off of any

people. If there is any peace, safety, or

salvation, it is here.

The day is not far distant when na-

tion will rise against nation, and king-

dom against kingdom, and State against

State, and there will be sorrow such as

never was among men. Watch the signs

of the times, for we are living in an im-

portant age. The prophecies relating to

our time are rolling in upon us. Are we

prepared to meet them? It is important

for men and angels to note the events of

this age. We live in the commencement

of a new era of the dealings of God with

the world. The earth has been under

the dominion of the Devil almost from its

creation. But in our day the Lord has set

up his kingdom, never to be destroyed.

The Lord has planted his Church

and kingdom upon the earth in other

ages; but those that undertook to main-

tain it were soon destroyed, through the

power of wicked men and devils. Righ-

teous men were not permitted to live

upon the earth. Even the Son of God

was not permitted to preach righteous-

ness but a short time before he and

his followers were crucified and slain.

But the day has now come when he

has begun to prepare the way that he

may come and take possession of the

earth himself, and reign King of na-

tions, as he does now King of Saints.

The day of the Devil's power to prevail

against the kingdom of God has passed

away. The kingdom is within you, in the


