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Brother Spencer has given you most

excellent doctrine. If the Father in

heaven should come here and speak to

us, he probably would not speak any-

thing better to this people than what

has been said this morning; for he would

speak according to your capacities. The

Gospel of salvation is very simple; but

everything is constituted therein; every-

thing is comprehended in the first prin-

ciples of the doctrine of Christ. We have

preached a great many times and used

the words of Paul, where he tells us to

leave the first principles of the doctrine

of Christ and go on unto perfection. But

if we do that we shall slide off the foun-

dation, and would have to return and

do our first works. There is the Father,

and the Son, who was given up, that his

blood might be shed upon Calvary, that

our sins might be forgiven, on condition

that we repent and forsake them.

"Well," you say, "I believe: what shall

I do to be saved?" Repent, every one of

you, and then go and be buried in wa-

ter, like unto Jesus Christ's burial in the

sepulchre, and you shall receive the re-

mission of your sins. What next? Receive

the laying on of hands for the gift of the

Holy Ghost. These are some of the first

principles of the Gospel.

Now, can we live our religion un-

less we are in possession of the Holy

Ghost all the time? We cannot.

First, there is the Father, then the

Son, and then the Holy Ghost; and then

come faith, repentance, and baptism for

the remission of sins, and laying on of

hands for the gift of the Holy Ghost.

Do you not see, then, that it is just

as necessary to lay aside the Holy Ghost

as to lay aside any other principle of the

Gospel? No man can please the Lord

God, only as he is dictated by the Holy

Ghost; and he will not stay with you un-

less you keep in view the Father and the

Son. We partake of the sacrament ev-

ery Sabbath to bear in remembrance the

Son of God. Then, shall I say, leaving all

these principles, go on unto perfection?

No. They are the fundamental principles

of our religion, the same as the 26 letters

of the English alphabet are the roots of

the written and printed form of our lan-

guage.

Are these principles the celestial law?

I know no other. And how can you keep

the celestial law without the Holy Ghost?

You cannot. When you partake of the

sacrament, you do it in remembrance

of Jesus Christ, and of the Father, and

of the Holy Ghost, and in remembrance

that you have forsaken your sins and

been baptized for the remission of them.

Somemay say, "How long will it be before

the celestial law will be put into force?"

Never, until you put it into force and ex-

ecute it on yourselves.


