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I will use a comparison. Here is the

English alphabet, that you learned when

in childhood, so that you were perfectly

acquainted with the 26 letters: but do

you leave that alphabet when you go on

unto perfection in your education? No.

But when you have learned those letters,

you then learn how to join them to make

syllables, words, and sentences, and go

on till you can read the First Reader, and

then the Second, and the Third, &c., and

all by means of the same letters. You

also learn geography and history, and

rise from one class to another, and from

one grade of exaltation to another. To

gain all your knowledge in English liter-

ature, you must use the first principles

of the language all the time. Do I ex-

hort you to leave the first principles of

the doctrine of Christ? No: but I want

you to learn them more thoroughly, that

you may keep them in view continually.

There are some who do not understand

the alphabet of "Mormonism," and never

did. Some that profess to be the smartest

men and women in our midst know the

least about it.

Brethren, we have all got to learn one

thing, and that is, to be one with our

leader; and this oneness should extend

from the least member up to Prophet and

Seer—every man standing in his order

and place, just as the branches of a tree

are one with the stock and root.

We will say there are a thousand

limbs forming the top of a tree, and all

have sprung out of one, or out of the

body of the tree. From the main stock we

will say that twelve limbs shoot out, and

from them a thousand, which are depen-

dent on the twelve limbs for their nour-

ishment, as the twelve limbs are depen-

dent upon the stock and roots for theirs.

Should any of the twelve limbs be rot-

ten in the pith or marrow, all the limbs

receiving their sap and nourishment

therefrommust be affected, more or less,

with the same disorder, and they also af-

fect the root. If the limbs are thrifty,

they give to the roots a healthy action to

gather more abundant nourishment for

the whole tree.

Sometimes you may see a gardener

cut off a whole top that is snarly and un-

healthy, and insert thrifty grafts. You

read in the Book of Mormon about the

master of the vineyard taking thrifty

grafts and putting them into the wild

olive tree in the nethermost part of the

vineyard, that it might bring forth good

fruit. Brother Joseph was that man. Mo-

roni, Peter, James, and John, and the an-

gels of God came and placed their power

upon him, and we grew out of the graft;

and if we continue in the graft, we shall

produce the same fruit.

In Nauvoo, about a year before we

started to come here, do you not know

the Gentiles were cut off entirely from

the tree, that the new grafts might grow

more thriftily in the tree? None can be

saved unless they are grafted in as we

were, by repentance, baptism, and the

laying on of hands for the gift of the Holy

Ghost. These are the grafting principles,

and you are required to live up to them

faithfully, going on to perfection.

My desire and prayer is to teach you

in simplicity. Anything that cannot be

understood is not worth a dime. Like

the limbs of a thrifty tree moving in uni-

son with the stock, so we should, when

brother Brigham says move this way or

that.

I am talking to the men that hold the

Priesthood. And I cannot but think that

the little boys before me will have that

Priesthood which we hold, and many of

them will see the day when they will

have power to raise the dead. They will

have power to do many things we do not

have power to do.

As the leaves and branches of a

tree administer to the roots, and we


