
mothers of Israel, have you not entered 
into covenant not to speak against each 
other, or run about the neighborhood and 
talk about this one and that one, and about 
their husbands? Do you not despise such 
a woman as that? Yes, you do; and so do 
I, and so does every good man and angel, 
and so does Jesus Christ. He has told you 
not to do it.

I want you to understand that you make 
covenants with God, and not with us. We 
were present and committed those cov-
enants to you, and you made them with 
God, and we were witnesses. When you 
got your endowments, did you not make a 
covenant not to speak against the anointed? 
And every woman that received this ordi-
nance made a covenant with her husband 
that she would be true and faithful to him, 
be a guardian angel to him, and watch over 
his pillow by night and by day, and be true 
to her God and to the anointed.

I told you the other Sunday that I never 
made a practice of going to my President 
and speaking against anyone. I am cau-
tious how I take a course to tell him this, 
that, and the other; for, if I am a man of 
truth, he is bound to believe me. Are there 
men that will come to me and try to injure 
somebody? Yes. Is it right, when you have 
sworn not to do it?

In Kirtland, Jared Carter, Dr. Cowdery, 
and others tried to ruin the Twelve in the 
eyes of Joseph. The very first mission the 
Twelve took, we went forth like men of 
God and traveled to the East and back 
again, without purse or scrip, and held Con
ferences through all the New England States, 
and exhorted and taught the people to go 
to Jackson County and purchase that land; 
and those men so prejudiced the mind of the 
First Presidency that two of the Twelve were 
suspended. But there were enough left to 
form a Quorum and do business.

Jared Carter, Dr. Cowdery, and others 
fell through taking that course. They tried 
to run in between the Twelve and Joseph, 
and they stepped between the bucklers of 
the Almighty. Had they a right to do it? 
No. Have I a right, although I am broth-
er Brigham’s First Counselor, and have 
been ever since he was the President of the 
Twelve—have I a right to prejudice his 
mind against Daniel? No. I have sworn not 
to before God. Or have I a right to preju-
dice his mind against the Twelve? No. 
Because I am sworn not to, by the most 
sacred covenants that man can make.

Have the Twelve a right to step in and 
prejudice the First Presidency against the 
Seventies? No. If there is a difficulty, it is 
for the Twelve to settle it, and never tell it 
and destroy the head against the feet, nor 
the arm against the eye.

And here some men and women run 
from Dan to Beersheba breaking their cov-
enants. If I could have my will, they never 
should step into the Endowment Room 
again and administer in sacred things, 
when they take this course. And some 
women, who think they know everything, 
go home and abuse their husbands and 
raise the devil in a man’s family.

I have no allusion to the righteous, the 
good, the wholesome, pure, and virtuous, 
but to those it belongs to. What are my 
feelings? They are—God bless the pure, the 
righteous, the salt that has not lost its savor.

I have not said anything about our en-
emies. I care nothing about them.

A single man or woman in this king-
dom may do a great deal of harm, if they 
are so inclined. If you put up a barrel 
of good, sweet meat and a little piece of 
tainted meat, not larger than a peach, in 
the center of it, it will not be three months 
before the whole barrel of meat will be 
spoiled, if you do not clean out the lump 
of bad meat that has lost its saving prin-
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