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can get those stores to come in here, we
shall buy those rotten goods.

I will tell you some facts. If these things
that I have told you are facts, I will tell some
more. [ have, in this valley, bought individ-
uals of my own family a dress every month
in the year, and at the last winding-up scene
they told me they had not a dress that was
fit to wear. They would not last hardly as
long as you were making them, the things
we buy in the stores are so rotten. They
have rotted on the shelves, and they have
bought them for about one-quarter their
worth, and put a price on them that should
have been if they had been good articles. I
know it by my own experience.

How long will a good linen dress last
you? Did any of you ever wear one? We
never saw anything else, much, worn in
the country, in the summer season, in a
farming country. I never had a broadcloth
garment, that I recollect, till after I became
a member of this Church. I wore wool-
en homemade in the winter, of our own
make, that my mother and sister spun; and
in the summer I wore tow pantaloons and
a tow frock.

I remember very well when I had the
first fine shirt. I went and bought six yards
to make me two shirts, just previous to my
getting me a wife, and my sister Abigail
made it up. Take a good linen dress, and
it will last a good and a careful woman two
years, if not three; and then you may take a
good woolen dress and put it upon a good
woman, an honest woman, a clean woman,
and a careful woman, and it will last her five
years—I mean in the season of it. I presume
there are hundreds of women here that
would rise up and say, “That’s a fact.”

Well, as brother Lorenzo was
speaking last Sunday (I put it into
his mouth when he was talking about
brother Brigham’s family and mine),
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I do not believe there are many families
in these valleys that are more industrious
at home than our families are. Take them
in general, I do not believe there are any
families in these mountains that make as
many yards of homespun as they do. Our
women have got, almost universally, two
good woolen dresses apiece. I know that
those two woolen dresses will wear out
thirty calico dresses such as we buy here.

Just see what brother Brigham’s family
has done. I am going to talk about our
families. They have got good dresses which
we have purchased for them. Is it right for
them to wear them? Yes; they are just as
worthy to wear them as any other women
in this town. I say, Wear them out. Wear
your bonnets and everything else, and
make them last just as long as you can, and
take good care of your domestic things,
flannel, and everything else.

In our city there are a great many poor
women—I am aware of that; and they will
be eternally poor, for they waste everything
they can get hold of; and they are nasty
and filthy, for I see them dragging their
dresses behind them; and though they
are so poor that they cannot get up in the
morning and wash their faces and hands
before breakfast, yet they have got about
eighteen or twenty inches of their dress-
es dragging in the mud. Now, you look,
when you go out of this meeting, and see if
you do not see several of them.

I am now talking about home manufac-
tures. But if that is home manufacturing I
do not want that part. I am going to get rid
of that. I cannot believe in it. I was speak-
ing to a lady, the other day, about long
dresses; and said she, “That’s the fashion
Queen Victoria established.”

Said I, What has Queen Victoria
to do over here? She had better get
religion before she comes to set an
example for our ladies, dragging their
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