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with us all. Until the light came, we

were groveling in the dark, in a great

measure. Though we might be honest,

and we might be actuated by the best

and holiest feelings, yet, until the fulness

of the Gospel was revealed, the world

were like the blind groping for the wall.

We had no Apostles—no Prophets; we

had no inspired men to rise up and tell

us what to do to be saved; and we had

to go through with all that trouble, mis-

ery, and darkness to which the children

of men are subject while living under

false doctrines, false traditions, and false

teachers.

I have frequently remarked in my

life, and I was sincere in the sentiment

in saying that I would rather take a six

months' tour in the Penitentiary than to

go through with a six months' conviction

and conversion in the sectarian world,

according to their order of doing busi-

ness. Let any man go through the ordeal

of six months' conviction and conversion

in the Presbyterian Church, and then be

made acquainted with the true plan of

salvation, and he will feel about as I do

upon the subject.

Read the history of any man, and

read his experience in the religious

world, and you will find that it is worse,

as far as the affliction of the soul is con-

cerned, than as long a time in the Pen-

itentiary. We will take a Presbyterian

revival. A man is called by the sec-

tarian excitement to get religion. He

goes to the clergy—I do not care whether

it is in a synod or in any other place;

but suppose that he has a great de-

sire to seek after the plan and princi-

ples of salvation, and he applies to the

clergy, they will tell him like this—You

must surrender yourself to the Lord. He

goes to work to pray and fast, and he

is faithful and diligent in trying to give

his heart to the Lord; but he is still

in trouble, and he goes to the priest

and informs him of his situation; and

the priest tells him all the time—You

must give your heart unto God; you must

be willing to be damned and to suffer

all things for the sake of Christ. The

minister still pleads with him to submit

himself to God; but he does not tell him

the first step which he ought to take in

order to have his sins forgiven and ob-

tain salvation, but tells him continually

that he must do it—that he must give

his heart to God. The result is that the

man mourns and weeps, and by-and-by

he thinks that he has committed the un-

pardonable sin, and he gets so that he

thinks it is the worst sin that he can com-

mit to pray when going through these

feelings and this trial.

I have read the history of many

strong-minded men; and besides this, I

know my own history and experience: I

know the way the children of men suf-

fer in attempting to give their hearts

unto God; and, as I have said, as far

as the feelings of the children of men

are concerned, it would not be grieving

their feelings any more in bearing the

reproach of their neighbors to be sent to

prison for crime, than somemen have en-

dured in getting religion.

What is the reason of all this? It is

because they have not the same law—

because there is not any man inspired

to rise up and teach them the way to be

saved—no Apostle to teach the Gospel of

Jesus Christ.

Now, in the midst of these trials and

tribulations, many of you can remem-

ber how many nights and days you have

spent in suffering and distress, trying

to give your hearts to God. And when

you have been called into the circle of

ministers, have they not called upon you

again and again to come to the anxious

bench and get religion? I can well re-

member it, although I never joined any

church at all until I joined the Latter-

day Saints; but yet I attended meetings,


