
BLESSINGS OF THE SAINTS, ETC. 141

sufficient for us to pass through troubles

and trials when they are upon us; and if

we pursue this course, we may escape a

great many imaginary, trying, and per-

plexing scenes.

Many of us have expected trouble this

winter from enemies; and it did appear

as if trouble was inevitable, to look at

things naturally. We may look at things

as they may approach us next summer,

and we may expect that our enemies will

seek to destroy us; and in fact I do not

doubt but that it is now in the hearts of

the children of men to concoct schemes

for our destruction; for we know they de-

sire to have this people blotted out of

existence. They have not the Spirit of

God, but they are in worse than mid-

night darkness; and the consequence is,

they do not delight or desire to see any-

body live upon the earth who will serve

God and carry out his purposes. They are

afraid of the power of true religion and

of the consequences that must necessar-

ily arise; and hence they feel to say in

their hearts, There shall not a kingdom

be upon the earth that belongs to God.

This is the feeling of our enemies;

for they are stirred up by Satan to root

out every principle of righteousness and

truth from the earth. Can they do this?

No, they never can. Why not? Be-

cause God reigns, governs, and controls

the ship of Zion, and he has established

the principles of eternal truth upon the

earth, and they do dwell in the hearts

of the children of men, and they will

bring forth fruit to the honor and glory

of God. We do know and understand

that this kingdom will not be given to

another people; for it is established with

a promise never to be given to another

people: but, with the light of the Holy

Spirit, we shall subdue our enemies and

overcome every obstacle. It is our duty

to be continually increasing in faith, that

we may be enabled to call upon the

Lord with acceptance, and that we may

stay our enemies and hedge up their

way; and let us pray for them, and let

us continue to believe that, if we do as

we are told, we can accomplish whatever

we are united upon; and be assured that

the Spirit of God will not lead us to unite

upon anything that is evil.

We know it is right to establish a

kingdom of God upon the earth, and we

know it is right to establish in the hearts

of men the principles of life and salvation

which God has revealed through Joseph

the Prophet.

If we will do our duty and listen to

those that are set to lead us, we shall

find that the hand of God will be over

us for our good, and it will be against

those that are planning for our destruc-

tion; and Godwill strengthen and uphold

this people until the day comes for the

kingdom of God to spread itself abroad,

and until the law of God is issued forth

from Zion. We shall find that this will be

the case; and inasmuch as we have these

privileges and this faith, as Saints of the

Most High, we should prize them and

lay hold of them with one united heart,

and not consider that the battle is to the

strong or the race to the swift; for the

Lord holds the destinies of all, and we

are in his hands.

I do feel thankful to see the spirit of

peace and the spirit of cleansing here at

home. I am thankful that I see the time

when wicked men do not delight to dwell

here in Utah, and I do feel that the righ-

teousness, the conduct, and the acts of

this people in general will be such that it

will be a hot place for wicked men.

It is our duty to live in this man-

ner so that we can ferret out iniquity

wherever it exists. Men that come

here to seek for our gold and silver

find that it is now too hot for them.

The day has now come that they can-

not bear the burning heat of Zion,


