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indeed! In the course of life there are many
of our thoughts, words, and acts that ap-
pear to be of minor consequence—so
much so, that we would hardly consider
that the Lord would notice them, and are
apt to forget that he watches every move-
ment of his creatures, to know whether
they appreciate their gifts and blessings
which flow from him, or whether they
treat them as a thing of naught.

We have the privilege, while the major-
ity of the inhabitants of the earth are de-
prived of it, of learning the ways of God.
He is in the acts, and directs and guides
all the affairs of this world, and we have
the privilege of understanding his ways in
so doing. We have the privilege of learn-
ing the principles that pertain to God and
godliness. We have the privilege of learning
the weakness, ignorance, blindness, and all
the evils that sin has brought upon the chil-
dren of men—of so understanding correct
principles that we can discern the things
that are of God and the things that are not
of him, and of learning the great wisdom
displayed by the Almighty in causing intel-
ligent beings to dwell in a sinful world.

Brother Woodruff, in his remarks, al-
luded to the priests of the so-called Christian
world. Were you to summon the priests of
the day, not only those that consider them-
selves full of wisdom, but also those from the
heathen nations (and there are hundreds of
thousands, and, probably, millions that are
performing the labor of officiating as mes-
sengers from a superior or supreme Being
to enlighten the minds of the children of
men and instruct them in things pertaining
to eternity, to lead their minds, as they
say, from sin and the power of darkness),
you would at once learn that there is not
knowledge enough among them all to give
you the correct reason why God suffered
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sin and blindness to enter into this world.
That knowledge has not been upon the
earth for centuries, until the Lord revealed
it through the Prophet Joseph Smith—at
least not to our knowledge, and we have
a pretty good understanding of this world
and its inhabitants. There are but very few
places in the north, south, east, or west, on
the islands or on the continents, that are
inhabited by intelligent beings, but what
have been penetrated. Missionaries have
visited them and men of learning and sci-
entific research; and they have not only
learned the geography, but have actually
sounded the intelligence of the inhabitants
of the whole globe, so far as we yet know,
going from west to east, and in the south
and north as far as man can penetrate; and
among them all, aside from the revelations
in our day, there is not knowledge enough
to tell you why God suffered sin to come
into the world. You have been told the rea-
son why—that all intelligence must prove
facts by their opposite.

No organized beings are prepared to
become associated with or crowned heirs
in the celestial kingdom, until they have
passed through these ordeals and have
drank of the bitter cup to the dregs, so
that they know and understand good from
evil. There was not knowledge enough in
the whole world to tell us even that, until
it was again revealed through Joseph the
Prophet. The very best of them would mar-
vel why God suffered Lucifer or the serpent
to tempt mother Eve. That always has been
a great mystery to the world, and is to this
day, with the exception of the knowledge
that has gone forth from the Lord through
his Prophet Joseph, and then through the
Elders of Israel, who have plainly taught
many doctrines that were previously a per-
fect mystery to the people, though they
have now adopted many of them into
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