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prove yourselves worthy of every princi-

ple and power that are in the Gods to

control in eternity.

The principle of pure affection is the

gift of God, and it is for us to learn to

control it and exercise proper dominion

over it; and if we are faithful, we shall

see the time when we can say, as our Fa-

ther in heaven says, I am angry with the

wicked; I hate their works, and my anger

is kindled against them. Is there any

malice or wrath there? No; for it is writ-

ten that the Lord is angry, but sins not.

And one of his servants, learning some-

thing about this principle, writes to his

brethren, "Be ye angry and sin not;" but

it would be a sin to take a course to de-

stroy that which is calculated for good.

If you sin not, it is in destroying the evil

works, and saving that portion that is or-

dained for exaltation: that is being angry

and sinning not.

We ought to control our passions. God

has given us judgment and discretion.

Every qualification of man is ordained of

God, as well as good and evil. Light and

darkness are here; the power of God and

the power of the enemy are here. It is for

us to bring into right subjection every act

of our lives and all around us. It is for us

to see the hand of God and acknowledge

it in all things.

If you want to dance, run a footrace,

pitch quoits, or play at ball, do it, and

exercise your bodies, and let your minds

rest.

The blessings of food, sleep, and so-

cial enjoyment are ordained of God for

his glory and our benefit, and it is

for us to learn to use them and not

abuse them, that his kingdom may ad-

vance on the earth, and we advance

in it. That is our errand in the

world, and we have no business but to

build up the kingdom of God, and pre-

serve it and ourselves in it. Whether

it is ploughing, sowing, harvesting,

building, going into the canyons, or

whatever it is we do, it is all within the

pale of the kingdom of God, to forward

his cause on the earth, to redeem and

build up his Zion, and prepare ourselves,

that when the Lord shall usher in the

morning of rest we may enter into our

labors to officiate for our dead friends

back to Adam.

All that have lived or will live on this

earth will have the privilege of receiv-

ing the Gospel. They will have Apostles,

Prophets, and ministers there, as we

have here, to guide them in the ways of

truth and righteousness, and lead them

back to God. All will have a chance for

salvation and eternal life. What do you

think of that Gospel? No one will be de-

nied the privilege of having it. Where is

there a sectarian that can tell you any-

thing about the power of the Gospel?

Brethren and sisters, if you have un-

derstood my mind with regard to your

recreations, I am happy. But understand

that there is not a man or woman pro-

fessing to be in this Church and king-

dom that has any liberty to drink to ex-

cess, to lie, deceive, cheat, steal, or do

anything that is wrong; and those who

do such things have not my sanction to

join the others in the dance. There are

some who practice stealing to this day—

who are dishonest, and will lie; and such

persons have not my consent to partici-

pate in dancing.

Those that have kept their covenants

and served their God, if they wish to

exercise themselves in any way, to rest

their minds and tire their bodies, go and

enjoy yourselves in the dance, and let

God be in all your thoughts in this as in

all other things, and he will bless you;

and I bless you all, in the name of Jesus

Christ. Amen.


