
tinels as far as it is necessary, or as far as we 
may desire. But I tell you, the pinch will 
be with those that have mingled with us, 
stood next to us, weighed our spirits, tried 
us, and proven us: there will be a pinch, in 
my view, to get past them. The others, per-
haps, will say, If brother Joseph is satisfied 
with you, you may pass. If it is all right 
with him, it is all right with me. Then if 
Joseph shall say to a man, or if brother 
Brigham say to a man, I forgive you your 
sins, “Whosoever sins ye remit, they are 
remitted unto them;” if you who have 
suffered and felt the weight of transgres-
sion—if you have generosity enough to 
forgive the sinner, I will forgive him: you 
cannot have more generosity than I have. 
I have given you power to forgive sins, 
and when the Lord gives a gift, he does 
not take it back again. When he bestows a 
power, he does not diminish it, unless it is 
through transgression in the individual to 
whom this authority is given; but if he in-
creases in righteousness, the Lord will add 
to it, instead of taking away. We see the 
position that brother Joseph stands in; we 
see that he has overcome, and that he has 
power over the nation. Now, brethren and 
sisters, don’t you think that brother Joseph 
feels for this people—feels an interest for 
us? Has he overcome, or has he not? We 
all say yes, he has, by the word of the Lord, 
by the truth of heaven, and by the word 
of his testimony. He has laid down his life 
for his brethren; and greater love hath no 
man than this, that a man lay down his 
life for his friends. He has overcome? Yes.  
Then has he power over the nation? 
Yes. Then he loves this people, does he? 
Yes. Does he love that people that killed  
him? No: he feels towards them as 
the Lord does, who is angry with the  
wicked every day, yet he does not sin. 
What shall he do with them? Break them

to pieces as a potter’s vessel. Then the love 
that he has for this people and the anger 
that he feels towards the ungodly will be 
seen and felt by all classes; and if he has 
power over the nation, will he not exert 
it? He is armed with this power, which is 
reason sufficient why he should exert it in 
favor of his friends. Then we have no rea-
son to fear.

When a man overcomes, he has power 
over the nation. I tell you we have no reason 
to fear, if we are friends to that individual.

They thought, if they could kill Joseph 
and Hyrum, they would get the ascen-
dancy, and that it would be an end of 
“Mormonism.”

Do you not see that every means they de-
vised for their own safety is so many steps to-
wards their overthrow? They could not have 
struck a more fatal blow for themselves than 
when they murdered Joseph and Hyrum, be-
cause it made them rulers over their enemies; 
and by this bloody act they sealed, nailed, 
and clenched their own doom, and there is 
now no possible chance of deliverance.

It is just so with our enemies at this 
time: if they let us alone, we will pros-
per; and if they don’t, we will prosper the 
faster and bring them under subjection the 
sooner. That is just the way our heaven-
ly Father will overrule it, if we live to his 
honor and glory.

Now, we have the living law. The voice 
of brother Brigham is heard from day to 
day and from time to time, and also the 
voices of his Counselors, who are to him as 
Aaron and Hur were to Moses, lifting up 
his hands in the midst of the congregation, 
and sustaining and upholding him while 
his voice pours out the mind and will of 
God unto us. That is the law by which we 
are governed; and if we abide it, we have 
no need to transcend our Constitutional 
rights. In that we are safe, if we will honor
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