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for that power, and feel no interest in it, I

will never venture upon it. But if I have

an interest there, I will strengthen that

power; and when I do, I can venture on

it.

The Presidency are like an arch with

a keystone in the top of it. The greater

weight you put upon it, the stronger it

is. It is sometimes the case that the arch

falls, but it is when no weight is upon

it; but when you put a hundred thou-

sand pounds of weight upon it, it is bet-

ter bound together and stands the more

firmly. So, if we sustain that power by

our prayers and faith, we may put every-

thing on it—not everything for them to

do, we do not mean, but the weight of

responsibility in dictating the affairs of

the kingdom. We may trust them with

safety and confidence, because we have

contributed to make the butments per-

manent and strong, and now we may

venture with assurance.

The grand secret we shall find to be,

whenwe get through, that these are gods

unto us, and there are millions of them

beside; but they have but little to do with

us. It is the power that is next to us that

we have to do with more particularly—

the power under whose jurisdiction we

are immediately brought.

Some think they can run by their

Bishops and disrespect their authority.

They may think, "Only let me make it

fair with the President, and it will be all

right; I have the sanction of the highest

authority." You might have the sanction

of the head; but if the head had no feet

to stand on, that sanction would not be

of much worth.

Just so, we should seek to have the

sanction of those that are immediately

over us by our upright conduct. How can

we love those whom we do not see once a

month, or once in six months, if we love

not our Bishop whom we see daily.

Some men think, if they can have a

good name abroad and with the Presi-

dency, all is well. But at home, in our

own houses, in our Wards, and with our

immediate neighbors are the places to

establish our reputation. I tell you, if

there is not a good influence in our own

neighborhood, among our ownWard peo-

ple in our favor, there is not a good

influence anywhere for us, except with

the reprobate. When you find a man

or woman that has a good influence in

their own Ward with their own Bishop—

a good name with their own neighbors,

they have a good name everywhere.

When the rays of light come from the

sun, we say they are glorious, just as

far as those rays extend. It is the same

glory and the same influence, and it is

the same power. Just so it is if all is

right at home; if we have the respect and

confidence of our own domestic fireside

friends, we have the respect and confi-

dence of all whose respect is worth pos-

sessing.

Some may think, if they can only

keep fair weather with their Bishop and

neighbors, it is no matter how they live

at home, whether they neglect their af-

fairs and quarrel like cats and dogs or

not, if they can only pull the wool over

the Bishop's eyes.

If we have a little hell in our own

houses, that little hell will be sure to

break out. We close the sepulchre, and

roll a stone there, and seal it with the

seal of State, and confine it just as closely

as we please; but the contents will es-

cape. Even so with any family: their

conduct will be known, and they cannot

suppress it, nor confine it to their own

domiciles. Let us have no kind of jars

at all: let us make everything right at

home, at the real seat of government, to

begin with.

If they should have a little diffi-

culty among the troops out here in

Utah, so far from the seat of Gov-

ernment in Washington, it would have

but little effect at headquarters. But


