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when contention, strife, and war break

out in the halls of Congress, it then be-

comes something; and such kind of diffi-

culty I pray God, in the name of Jesus,

to let them have right at home, at the

seat of empire, because they have sought

to destroy the kingdom of God; and it is

the same spirit that moved Herod to slay

the infant children. God grant they may

be smitten with worms, as was Herod,

or anything else that seemeth him good,

and defeat their intentions and designs.

If we can make it all right in our fam-

ilies, there is the place of government.

Govern the tongue right in our own fami-

lies. I know it is sometimes the case that

a person will see a chance to slip in a

word that will cut like a razor. "Oh, that

is too good a chance to let slip; therefore

I will let fly a word," and it sets all hell

on fire. I speak particularly in relation

to some women; but I do not know that

it is any more in relation to them than

to the men. The woman sees a chance to

give the man a keen word that will make

him feel; but she sours her own dish by

so doing. She turns the sweet into gall,

and then is compelled to eat it.

What is the better way? If she sees

a chance to inflict a wound by a word

that will cut, and she thinks her hus-

band really deserves it, which is the

sure way to get a victory? Never say

that word! Say the women, "If we can

have no protection, shall we say noth-

ing at all?" Let it pass, I tell you; take

it mildly; and, by-and-by, says the hus-

band, "I grieved my wife, and gave her

just cause of offense. I am sorry for it;

she has taken it so meekly, and never

has harassed my feelings. Now, this cuts

me ten times worse than if she had

said something to balance the matter:

then I should not have had this sting

in my heart. But to see her take it so

mildly without offering one reproach, O

my God, how can I forgive myself?"

When you get a victory in that way,

it is worth something. It is like getting

a victory over our enemies by not firing a

gun nor molesting them, only praying for

them all the time. By-and-by they will

come under conviction, and see all these

things, and say, "O my God, can I ever

forgive myself? We are whipt, and they

have never done a thing."

You may get a victory over your hus-

bands all the time by praying for them,

not exactly as we pray for our friends out

yonder; but pray for them, and never do

a thing to harm them, and by-and-by you

will gain the victory; and I tell you that

will count. Try this plan and see.

I do not feel like occupying more of

your time. You have my best feelings and

prayers, night and day, that God may

bless you, and the land for our sake, and

that he will clear our coast of enemies,

and place a flaming sword to guard the

way of the tree of life, that the tree of life

in the valley may grow, being watered by

the streams from the mountains until it

becomes a great tree. This is what I de-

sire and pray for.

May God bless you and our leaders

and give us favor in their eyes, that we

may grow up under their fostering care,

that we may be prepared to act in every

place where Providence may guide us, or

they in their wisdom place us, and be

ready to act well our part from this time

henceforth and forever. Amen.


