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We have listened to a very interest-

ing course of instructions, which, if trea-

sured up in our hearts and properly prac-

ticed, must do us all good. It is of the

utmost importance to our welfare in the

kingdom of the Most High that we com-

mence and learn to govern ourselves;

and when this lesson is learned, then we

are prepared to govern others. Unless

we can govern ourselves, we are unpre-

pared to be governed in the way that the

kingdom of God is to be ruled and di-

rected, which is to be upon the principle

of common consent. It is not that a ma-

jority shall rule, but that the people shall

be agreed; and when all the people are

agreed as touching any one thing in the

kingdom of God, no power can resist it.

The world look upon us as though we

were tyrannized over, because they do

not know the principles upon which we

act. In all our Conferences and Coun-

cils, this people should act as a unit, and

have done so to a greater extent than

any other people that have existed on

the earth for a great many centuries.

This has astonished even republicans.

It is astonishing to many men to think

that a people can all be agreed; and

I have read professedly learned illus-

trations of republicanism, which declare

that it is attended with great danger for

the people all to be united. There is

danger of their being united, lest they

oppress somebody—that is, themselves.

In conversation, last winter, with ex-

Governor Lane, of Oregon (then a del-

egate in Congress), on this principle, I

told him of an election which occurred

in one of our new counties, where the

office of Sheriff was vacant, and by ac-

cident there were two candidates and a

close contest. He said, "That is an evi-

dence of civilization."

If every person in a family can learn

to be governed, there will be no diffi-

culty in that family. And if every per-

son in a Ward can learn to govern and

control themselves, there will be no diffi-

culty in that Ward; for the human mind

is so constituted that this principle can-

not be learned only by the observance

of the principles of the Gospel of Jesus

Christ. Now, there is no other people

upon the face of the earth that could live

in these valleys and cultivate and irri-

gate the soil as we do. They have so

little control of their disposition and of

their temper, they would kill each other

with their hoes over the water ditches.

There could not be two, three, or forty

owners in a water ditch without fighting.

It takes pretty good Saints to get along

with water ditches in a dry time, and not

quarrel.

When this people live as they

should, there will be no disposition in


