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nicated unto us, and we adopt any series

of books, whether the writings of Joseph

or the writings of any other man, or all

the writings and revelations that ever

have been given, and say, This much we

receive, and no more; then we are as

dead as the lifeless corpse: we cut off

the channel of revelation, and the light

and the communication between us and

eternal happiness; we cut asunder the

thread of light, and we are in darkness

and adrift at sea, without a compass to

guide us, like any other religious denom-

ination. Hence it is that we bear tes-

timony of the fulness of the Gospel and

of the Priesthood conferred upon Joseph

Smith, and conferred upon our Prophet

and President Brigham Young, and all

the authorities of Israel in their sphere

and in their standing and position.

I know that this Priesthood is true

and is the authority by which we can

claim and obtain from God this burning

light until the day dawn and the day star

arise.

Now, if I could not get up here

and bear testimony that we are led

by the power and instruction of the

Spirit of prophecy—by the Spirit of the

Almighty—by a Prophet called of God,

ordained and chosen to instruct, teach,

and lead us, you would never hear my

voice in your midst. But that light never

can be put out: it is with the Church, and

God has set his hand at the present time

to establish his kingdom. But unless the

Saints will so live and so exert them-

selves that they can preserve the purity

of the holy Priesthood among them, the

work will be left to other people.

There is no opportunity for a half-

way place: it is impossible. Men may

think they can lie a little, blaspheme

a little, get drunk a little, or do a

thousand other mean things just a lit-

tle, and yet be the servants of God.

But if we would inherit the blessings

of the Priesthood—if we would stand

in the presence of the Almighty—stand

upon Mount Zion and inherit the bless-

ings of a glorious celestial dominion, we

have got to be clean: we must cleanse

ourselves, put away our follies, and be

prepared to stand united.

A great many people have wondered

why it was that it was necessary for the

Saints to gather together. The fact is,

the human mind is so weak—so suscep-

tible of false impressions, that while the

people of God were scattered in the na-

tions of the earth, to come in contact with

all the corruptions, prejudices, and tra-

ditions of the world, it was literally im-

possible for the human mind to resist

these pressures. But by bringing our

firebrands from every part of the world,

gathering them from every nation, kin-

dred, tongue, and people and placing

them together in one mighty heap, and

exercising ourselves with diligence to

cast out everything that is not right—by

doing this we kindle a fire that can never

be extinguished.

This is the work of God, and the ser-

vants of God that are called to preside

over us are the messengers of the Most

High, and they have the light and the

power. It matters not whether we live to

behold it in this life or not, that light will

triumph; and all those who live humble

and keep the commandments of God will

triumph also. This is my testimony. We

need not fear the nations of the earth; we

need not fear the armies of the Gentiles.

From the very hour that the light be-

gan to shine, all the world has been try-

ing to put it out; but the more they try

to extinguish it the brighter it will shine;

and it will blaze and burn, and it will go

forth and will consume out of our midst

all those that work iniquity; and Zion

will be established in its purity, no more

to be thrown down.

It is of no use to be discouraged or


