BLESSINGS OF THE SAINTS, ETC.

only people that understand anything
about the present position or the cause of
the organization of the world and of man,
and that understand anything correctly
about a preparation for a future state; that
we are the only people that know how to
save our progenitors, how to save our-
selves, and how to save our posterity in the
celestial kingdom of God; that we are the
people that God has chosen by whom to
establish his kingdom and introduce cor-
rect principles into the world; and that we
in fact are the saviors of the world, if they
ever are saved—when we reflect upon these
things, there is something connected with
them that is calculated to make our hearts
swell with gratitude and thrill with joy;
and when we feel the consoling influence
of the Spirit of the Most High God rest-
ing upon us and round about us, and the
visions and glories of the future that we are
destined to enjoy are open to our minds,
if we are faithful, and the great events that
are about to transpire in the last days are
manifested to our minds, there is some-
thing in them that is calculated to cause
us to sing, Hosanna! Hosanna to the Lord
God of Hosts!

There is something in these reflections
pleasing, enlivening, animating, cheering,
and something that is calculated to cause
joy and rejoicing in the soul.

If we look abroad in the world, what are
their enjoyments and hopes? They say, in
effect, “Let us eat and drink, for tomor-
row we die.” They say, “Give us gold,
give us riches, give us honor, and give us
the pomp, glory, and glitter of this world!
Let us have our day now, for we know very
little about the future. Let us enjoy life
while we can.” These are their feelings, and
hence they riot in every excess and wallow
in lasciviousness and debauchery. They cor-
rupt their bodies, debase their minds, and
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they are not fit receptacles for the Spirit of
the living God; nor have they any among
them that are capable of teaching them
anything about that Spirit; but they are in
the dark.

When we reflect upon these things,
have we not something to be thankful for?
Have we not cause of gratitude to the Most
High God? I think we have; and I think, if
any people are blessed under the heavens,
we are that people; and we may exclaim,
as the ancient Israelites used to, “Happy is
that people whose God is the Lord.”

It certainly is a lamentable thing, when
we come to reflect upon it, to see so many
of the human family ignorant and careless,
knowing nothing about God—knowing
nothing of their origin or destiny. What
has the Lord done for us? He has opened
the heavens, and has revealed the princi-
ples of truth. He has sent his holy angels to
communicate unto the children of men the
things that are calculated to promote their
peace and happiness in time and through-
out all eternity. He has given unto us, his
people, the holy Priesthood after the order
of Melchizedek, which “holds the keys of
the mysteries of the revelations of God,”
which draws back the curtains of the in-
visible world, and enables him to penetrate
beyond the veil, and discloses the great
purposes of Jehovah pertaining to himself
and to this world, as they shall roll forth in
the accomplishment of his purposes.

What a contrast between this and the
religion of the world! This shows man im-
perfectly at the present, it is true; but it will
show him perfectly how to become a sav-
tor—how to redeem this world, which has
been overrun with anarchy, destruction, mis-
ery, folly, and evils of every kind—how to re-
deem the world from the curse under which
it labors and groans: it will show him how
to teach the human family, that they may
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