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world and in the world to come; and hence
many falter and stumble and fall by the
way.

In consequence of these things, we are
frequently brought into darkness, bond-
age, and doubts, because of our consum-
mate ignorance and the traditions by which
we have been surrounded; for they all have
their influence upon us, and it seems as if
we could not break through the shackles
again. There is something in our nature also
that is mixed up with our very existence. I
think the Scriptures say that man is prone
to evil as the sparks fly upwards, and not
only prone to evil, but to depart from God.

We are all aiming at celestial glory.
Don’t you know we are? We are talking
about it, and we talk about being kings and
priests unto the Lord; we talk about being
enthroned in the kingdoms of our God;
we talk about being queens and priestesses;
and we talk, when we get on our high-
heeled shoes, about possessing thrones,
principalities, powers, and dominions in
the eternal worlds, when at the same time
many of us do not know how to conduct
ourselves any better than a donkey does.

Notwithstanding our talk and our short
comings, there is a reality in these things,
and God is determined, if possible, to
make something of us. In order to do this,
he has to try us and prove us, to mani-
fest principles unto us, to develop the evils
that are within ourselves, and to show
us, by placing us in various positions and
subjecting us to various trials, what we
are—to show us our weaknesses and fol-
lies, in order that we may be made to lean
and depend upon him alone. He will try
men and prove them, to see if their hearts
are pure; for he designs to take a course
with us that will bring out the evil; and he
will touch them in that part that will
develop it, for he knows what part to

JOD Vol 6-LIVE.indd 166

touch in order to make us develop that
which is in us.

Many of us feel like one of the kings of
Israel did when the old Prophet told him he
would fight against Israel, rip open wom-
en, and trample upon children. The king
said, “Is thy servant a dog, that he should
do these things?” The Spirit of God in the
Prophet knew that such would be the case,
and it was not long before he did the very
things. And there are many of you who, if
you had been told that you would do such
and such things, would have exclaimed, “Is
thy servant a dog, that he should do these
things?” Yet, many of you have done things
that you would have been ashamed to have
your neighbors know; but you were not
ashamed to have God and angels know.

The light of the Holy Ghost makes
manifest men’s deeds, and the Spirit of
God is like a “two-edged sword, dividing
the joints and the marrow,” breaking, sev-
ering, cutting, piercing, penetrating, de-
veloping, and unfolding principles that we
are almost entirely ignorant of, until they
come to be developed.

When you have seen your ignorance
and folly, you are inclined to say, “I
thought I was a smart, good, able, intelli-
gent man; but I have found out that I am
a fool, and that I can do nothing to estab-
lish righteousness upon the earth, except
the Lord God helps me to do it.” When
the Spirit of the living God was poured
out more copiously upon you, it developed
principles that were before latent within
you. That Spirit enables you to see your-
selves as the Lord sees you.

No trial is joyous for the present, but
grievous to be borne; but trials yield their
blessings, when patiently endured. The
things that are seen are temporal, but those
that are not seen are eternal; and while we
look at things that are seen, we are apt to
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