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good works and faith." Poor, ignorant,

pusillanimous creatures! They come

whining back and want to be considered

in full fellowship, after leaving this place

to which our God has led us, and af-

ter having used their means to feast and

build up the Gentiles.

Brother Heber and I told the com-

pany that went to San Bernardino with

Amasa Lyman, that they would never

reach here again without help from this

people, and we are now sending all the

teams we can raise from the southern

settlements to bring them back. Why?

Because they cannot stay there, and they

are not able to remove. They were told

at the start that they would have to re-

nounce their religion, or else come whin-

ing back to these valleys. You may take

all who have unadvisedly gone from this

Territory [and hundreds and thousands

have so gone], and I believe that I alone

am able to buy the whole of them, though

when I came here I had but very lit-

tle property, except what I owed for. I

also believe that brother Kimball and

many others who have listened to what

is taught now own more property than

the whole of those characters. They

could not believe that I knew enough to

instruct them in temporal affairs. Do

they now believe that I do? They are

obliged to admit it, though some think,

"Really, I do not know whether it is so

or not." What are those persons good for

now?

Obedience is one of the plainest, most

everyday and home principles that you

ever thought or knew anything about.

In the first place, learn that you have

a father, and then learn strict obedience

to that parent. Is not that a plain, do-

mestic, home principle? How long will

it take the men and women here to

learn it? You have learned, from year

to year, scores, if not hundreds of prin-

ciples of the Gospel taught; and one of

the first principles to be learned by the

Saints is to be of one heart and mind, to

obey your leaders, to obey the Lord. If

you have leaders who do not teach you

the words of life and salvation—who do

not give you the words of the Lord, why

not have faith sufficient to remove them

out of the way and have better men? If

this people are righteous and have any

leaders that are not capable of dictating

you, why not stretch your faith to the

heavens for God to remove them and give

you men that are capable of leading you?

Could I make a brother in the Church

believe, after passing through the trou-

bles in Missouri, after again being driven

from our homes in Nauvoo, Illinois, and

after being led to this secret retreat and

sustained all the time by the match-

less power of our God, that the love of

riches would have so blunted the minds

of many as to cause them to run to Cal-

ifornia after gold? Why not have stayed

here, where we could have improved this

Territory three times as much as we

have? We could have extended our set-

tlements still farther on the right and on

the left. But no; they must run and leave

us. And many of those that have tarried

have but a little more confidence, when

they have improved upon and learned

the lesson taught by those who have left.

The great majority of men and

women do not know how to take care

of themselves. Let me refer the whole

of you to a circumstance in winter quar-

ters. We left Nauvoo in February, 1846,

made our own roads through Iowa, ex-

cept some 40 or 50 miles, built bridges,

cut down timber, turned out 500 men to

go to Mexico, came this side of the Mis-

souri River, and there wintered. How

did you live there? Do you know how

you got anything to eat? Brethren

came to me, saying, "We must go to

Missouri. Can we not take our fami-

lies and go to Missouri and get work?"

Do you know, to this day, how you


