
to say, “Yes, we are afraid to trust ourselves 
and our means here and there.”

Brother Taylor has just said that the re-
ligions of the day were hatched in hell. The 
eggs were laid in hell, hatched on its bor-
ders, and then kicked on to the earth. They 
may be called cockatrices, for they sting 
wherever they go. Go to their meetings in 
the Christian world, and mingle in their 
society, and you will hear them remark, 
“Our ministers dictate our souls’ salva-
tion;” and they are perfectly composed and 
resigned to trust their whole future destiny 
to their priests, though they durst not trust 
them with one single dollar beyond their 
salaries and a few presents. They can trust 
their eternal welfare in the hands of their 
priests, but hardly dare trust them with so 
much as a bushel of potatoes. Is that prin-
ciple here? Yes, more or less.

Can we feed and clothe ourselves? Yes, 
we can, as well as any people on the earth. 
We have a goodly share of the genius, tal-
ent, and ability of the world; it is combined 
in the Elders of this Church and in their 
families. And if the Gentiles wish to see a 
few tricks, we have “Mormons” that can

perform them. We have the meanest devils 
on the earth in our midst, and we intend 
to keep them, for we have use for them; 
and if the Devil does not look sharp, we 
will cheat him out of them at the last, for 
they will reform and go to heaven with us.

We have already showed the invading 
army a few tricks; and I told Captain Van 
Vliet that if they persisted in making war 
upon us, I should share in their supplies. 
The boys would ride among the enemy’s 
tents, and one of their captains ran into 
Colonel Alexander’s tent one night, say-
ing, “Why, Colonel, I’ll be damned if the 
Mormons won’t be riding into your tent, if 
you don’t look out.”

We have the smartest women in the 
world, the best cooks, the best mothers; and 
they know how to dress themselves the neat-
est of any others. We are the smartest people 
in the world. But look out, pertaining to 
taking care of and sustaining ourselves, that 
the children of this world are not smarter 
than the children of light. I say that they 
shall not be; for we will beat them in every 
good thing, the Lord and the brethren being 
our helpers. The Lord bless you! Amen.
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