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A DISCOURSE BY ELDER EZRA T. BENSON, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT

SALT LAKE CITY, SUNDAY MORNING, JANUARY 24, 1858.

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

It will be two years the 22nd of next

April since I started, in company with

brother Orson Pratt and others, to take

a mission to Europe; and it seems but as

a dream for me to appear in your midst

this morning. It seems as if it were only

a few days since I was in the midst of this

people; for the days, weeks, and months

that have passed have gone swiftly, and

it seems as though a great deal of the

time had not been measured to me.

I presume this is the experience of

many of you who are now before me;

and although many of you have passed

through scenes of trial, yet you have

felt to realize your situation in the ref-

ormation more than you ever have done

before. Feelings have come over you

that you have never before experienced

since you have been in the Church of

Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints. But,

notwithstanding all our past failings

and weaknesses, we have been greatly

blessed and prospered, and the hand of

the Lord has been over us for good all the

day long.

Now, if we all realize and do ac-

tually know that God is with us—

that he has forgiven our sins—that we

are in fellowship with this people and

have confidence to go before our God

in prayer, knowing that our sins are

put far away from us, no more to re-

turn again, unless through our disobe-

dience, it is one of the greatest bless-

ings that can be conferred upon us.

When I was called upon to leave these

valleys, I felt that I had the prayers, fel-

lowship, and confidence of this people;

and if I had their confidence then, I am

well persuaded I have it now. This re-

flection causes my heart to rejoice; and it

is one of the greatest blessings that any

man can enjoy to know that he is in full

fellowship with this people.

Shall we be thankful to our God and

this people for the faith and prayers that

have been exercised in our behalf? These

things have occupied my attention ever

since I arrived home.

True, there is a warfare within me,

and there is a warfare within every man

and woman that has a name in this

Church; and we have to guard against

the intrusions of the Adversary. Upon

what principles shall we guard against

them? Why, live our religion. That is all

we have to do; and I know that, by the

power of faith and the Holy Spirit, we

can root out everything that is contrary

to the promptings of that Spirit, and we

shall know for ourselves that we are the

children of God.

I have been to England on a mis-

sion, sent by the First Presidency and

the general authorities convened in Con-

ference on the 6th day of April, 1856;

and I can say I have had a prosper-

ous mission, and have been greatly

blessed. As I have told the Elders, so I

will say here, Any man who goes on a


