
182 JOURNAL OF DISCOURSES.

It is so also in Kansas. They have

all sworn, old Harney included, that they

will not give sleep to their eyes nor slum-

ber to their eyelids until they have de-

stroyed the "Mormons." They design in

their hearts to blot "Mormonism" out of

existence, and they feel like using their

money for the accomplishment of this ob-

ject, and even go so far as to say their

purses shall be open for their means to

be used in the fitting out of men for the

Territory of Utah; and they say they will

come from the north and from the south

and from the east and surround this peo-

ple by thousands and by tens of thou-

sands, until we are wiped out.

This is their feeling, as a general

thing, and it seems as if all earth and

hell are united against the "Mormons."

They have not got here yet, have they?

Catching is always before hanging!

The halters are already made which

they design shall hang the Governor, the

members of the Legislative Assembly,

and every faithful Elder in the Church;

for they feel determined to swing you

up between the heavens and the earth.

We understand their plays and their

schemes, for we have been in their midst.

The inquiry may arise, "Did you ever

hear oneman say anything in our favor?"

Yes, we have heard more than one who

dare come out and vindicate the charac-

ter of this people, but it would generally

be in private circles. I have heard a man

say that he had been among this people,

had been treated well, and never saw a

better people in his life; and he said he

believed that all those reports that were

in circulation were a pack of damned lies.

There was a man traveling on

the packet with us who used to at-

tend the threshing machine for William

Macpherson, in this city. He vin-

dicated the character of this people.

He did not recognize us; but I knew him

as soon as I saw him. He said, in con-

versation with men on the boat, "I am a

rambling sort of a chap; but if I were go-

ing to live and settle down, it would be

in Utah." I asked him if he thought the

"Mormons" were going to fight. He said,

"No, they are not; for they are not a fight-

ing people; but it is those lying editors.

The Mormons are a peaceable, quiet peo-

ple."

When the standard of freedom is

raised, we shall bid all classes welcome

to the rights and privileges of liberty.

When that day comes, people can come

with all creeds and enjoy their liber-

ties, providing they will acknowledge the

laws of God; and I can tell you they will

come by hundreds, by thousands, and by

tens of thousands. Yes, they will flock to

the standard of liberty.

There is not a master-spirit on the

earth at the present time who dare take

this stand and raise the flag of liberty,

bidding welcome to all nations, except

President Brigham Young. The very

move that has been made for the last six

months will preach louder and stronger

than all the Elders of Israel.

The standard of liberty is about to

be unfurled. Good laws will be main-

tained, and the virtuous and innocent

will have the rights and privileges guar-

anteed unto them; and we mean to stand

in defense of those principles of right,

even to the laying down of our lives, if

necessary. When a man will stand in de-

fense of the truth, he has more power

and influence among the nations of the

earth than a dozen of the ungodly.

If ever I felt like preaching the

Gospel, it is now; and I would not

ask for a better mission than to take

my valise and travel through the Ter-

ritory of Utah; and I know that in

doing so I should travel amongst the

best people in the world. I have


