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You have all heard what has been

said, and the design thereof has been to

show you your situation.

There is not much profit in all the

teachings that are given from this stand

to a person who simply hears the sound

and does not partake of the spirit and in-

tent of that instruction; but the profit is

to the man who heareth the word and

observeth and receiveth the Spirit and

power of God.

I bear my testimony to what has been

said today, for it is good; and everyone

that heareth and observeth what has

been said by brother Brigham, brother

Woodruff, and brother Snow shall be

blest; for it is life to all who receive it,

because truth is life.

If we treasure up those principles,

and they adhere to us—that is, to the

fountain of life that is within us, how can

there be otherwise than a growing and

increasing in the knowledge of God? It

is upon the same principle that wheat

increases, and upon the same principle

that every kind of vegetation increases.

How does wheat increase? It is because

the element or germ of life is in the

wheat. If the germ was not in each ker-

nel, of course it would not increase.

If there is a fountain and the root

of truth within us, then other prin-

ciples of truth will adhere to them

and connect themselves to that foun-

tain that is within us. What will be

the result in such a case? The fruits of

righteousness will appear. A man has

got to have the saving principles of life

within him continually. If they do not

dwell in him, he is not in a saveable con-

dition, for there is no way to save a man

only to plant within him the principles of

life; for in the absence of those principles,

he is like salt that has lost its saving

power, and thenceforth is good for noth-

ing.

You know that salt will not save meat

when it has lost its saving principles,

and it is just so with us: when a man sins

to that degree that he rejects the truth

and the principles of righteousness, he

is thenceforth good for nothing but to be

cast out and trodden under foot of men.

So it will be eventually in the United

States. After the truth is all gathered

out, you will find that the rest will be de-

stroyed. I do not mean that the land will

be destroyed, but I refer to the wicked in-

habitants, and the earth will be emptied,

according to the words of the Prophet.

Why will this be so? Because there

are no saving principles there: the sav-

ing principles are with this Church, and

there is no salvation in the absence of

those principles.

I dwell upon these things because

I wish every man to listen to them,

and I want them to watch and nour-

ish every word, and to cherish them

as you would a crop of wheat. Let


