
IDOLATRY, &C. 195

how long would it be before some of

their neighbors' children would tell their

mothers that those children were wor-

shipping a picture or image? This is the

way that idolatry has sprung up in the

world, through a method established to

keep the people in remembrance of the

God they once worshipped and were ac-

quainted with.

Do the Christian world knowwhether

God has eyes to see, ears to hear, or

hands, or a body? They are as ignorant of

the true God as are those islanders, and

all whom we call heathen. And our tra-

ditions are such that we are yet more or

less in the dark, and are under the neces-

sity of assembling here from Sabbath to

Sabbath, and in Ward meetings, and be-

sides, have to call our solemn assemblies,

to teach, talk, pray, sing, and exhort.

What for? To keep us in remembrance

of our God and our holy religion. Is this

custom necessary? Yes; because we are

so liable to forget—so prone to wander,

that we need to have the Gospel sounded

in our ears as much as once, twice, or

thrice a week, or, behold, we will turn

again to our idols. It is immaterial what

the idol is, whether it is what the Cal-

ifornians call a slug, or whether it is a

twenty-dollar gold piece, or an eagle, or

half-eagle, or whether our affections and

attention fasten upon our farms, houses,

and other worldly goods—if we are not

constantly exhorting the people and set-

ting before them the necessity of living

their religion, calling back their minds

that have been wandering, and preach-

ing and praying with them, behold, they

would turn to their idols.

Were the Lord to give us peace for

a few years, so that we should have

no sorrow or trouble from without, with

the land producing abundantly, with

the fine weather and the healthy cli-

mate, how long would it be before

many of you would again want to go

to California to get gold, and turn away

from your holy religion to worship an

idol? Rather than neglect your holy re-

ligion entirely, you had better keep your

images right before your eyes and say

your prayers to an idol, whether it be cut

out of wood or is a dog's skull, so that you

believe there is something behind that

which will actually point your affections

to look beyond that which you see with

your natural eyes, and cause you to be-

lieve in a Supreme Being, in an Over-

ruling Hand, in an All-wise Providence,

or to worship even a god without body

or parts. Are we under traditions to the

same extent that some others are? Per-

haps not. We do not think we are; and

yet we have our traditions upon us; and

if we are not careful, we are liable to be-

come as great idolaters as there are in

the world.

Brother Silas Smith has just told you

that he had not been at home four days

when he heard his name called for an-

other mission; and he says that he is

ready and willing, of which I have no

doubt; for I never knew him when he

was not willing to do anything that he

was told to do. We say that we are

willing to do anything required to sus-

tain us in our religious rights—to sacri-

fice our all for our religion and the hope

that is before us. Brother Clapp has just

taught us that we are not worthy of eter-

nal life, unless we are willing to sacri-

fice all. Brother Clapp, what have you

to give? ["Everything I have."] But you

have not got anything. John, what are

you willing to give for eternal life? You

say, "Everything." What have you got?

Consider well what you have. Says he,

"I live here; I have my life." No, you have

not; for it is in the hands of your Cre-

ator. "I have a wife." She is only commit-

ted to you to enable you to prove whether

you will treat her in a righteous man-

ner: she is not yet yours. "I have chil-


