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dren that are the offspring of my loins."

They are not yours; for you cannot pro-

duce them of yourself. "I have a farm."

No; that farm belongs to another. The

Devil says that it is his; but we expect

Jesus will have the whole earth. "I have

horses and possessions." Reflect well,

and consider whether you really own

anything. Upon reflection, you discern at

once that your wife may be taken from

you; your farm and your other posses-

sions may be taken; and your gold and

silver may take the wings of the morning

and fly from you. If God withdraws his

sustaining hand, you sink. You have no

wife, children, horses, houses, nor land.

Whenmen and women talk about giv-

ing everything for the salvation which

they anticipate and live for, behold, they

have nothing to give; nor have they any-

thing to do, only to do their duty. And

what is that? To improve upon that

which is committed to their possession—

to prove themselves worthy to their Fa-

ther and God, that ere long they may be

worthy to receive crowns of glory, immor-

tality, and eternal life. Then we shall

be beyond the power of Satan. We shall

be where we can control death and him

that has the power of death; and we shall

reign triumphantly as the Gods and as

the sons of God. We must inherit that

power and glory before we can say that

we really own anything, even the least

thing in this world or in eternity.

Some persons talk about sacrificing;

but we have nothing to sacrifice. All we

have to do is to love and serve our God,

and do everything we can to bring knowl-

edge to ourselves and to the people—

everything we can to make them happy,

wealthy, strong, and numerous, so that

wemay overcome the powers of darkness

and reign triumphantly on the earth,

Jesus Christ being our head and king.

That is all we have to do. Tell about

houses, lands, and other property being

ours, and that we have no traditions and

idols! I would as soon see a man wor-

shipping a little god made of brass or of

wood as to see him worship his property.

I have a number of such gods brought to

me from the East Indies and from the

islands; and I would as soon see one of

my brethren worship one of those brass

idols as to see him worship his property;

and he would be as much justified in the

sight of God. Does this congregation un-

derstand what idolatry is? The New Tes-

tament says that covetousness is idola-

try; therefore, a covetous people is an

idolatrous people.

Some of you are just as much idol-

aters as are the heathen, but you do not

know it; neither do they realize their

idolatry. Were I on the islands and see-

ing the natives bow before their images

to be healed, I would say, "Have faith."

And instead of disfellowshipping a man

for worshipping an idol, I would exhort

him to have exceeding great faith in his

idols, upon the same principle that I

exhort the brethren here to have faith

in our God. "And if your idol will not

heal you, look beyond to that Being who

can." I am not for cutting people off

from the Church that worship their prop-

erty instead of their God, but for bear-

ing with them until they shall gain light

and knowledge so as to see their errors

and turn to the God of truth. I would

say to idolaters, "If you have faith in

an idol, have a little more; and if you

have faith enough, the Lord may work

upon your minds so that you can un-

derstand the blessings he has in store

for his people." And I say to the men

and women who profess to be Latter-

day Saints, "God giveth and he with-

holdeth; at his pleasure he raises up

and puts down kings, emperors, thrones,

and dominions; and the power and wis-

dom and glory of the Almighty, who fills


