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immensity and operates upon all things,

will prevail."

What good can our wealth do, were it

not to promote the cause of God upon the

earth, overcome the power of Satan, and

be used to bring forth righteousness and

overcome darkness? That is dedicating

ourselves and all we are made stewards

over to the building up of the cause of

God on the earth. In so doing we can be

justified. We cannot receive the glory, the

kingdoms, the thrones, the wisdom, and

the power that are designed for us, with-

out a close application in our studies and

in our efforts in our whole lives to build

up the kingdom of God on the earth.

We need to apply our minds to wisdom

as strongly and closely as brother Silas

Smith had to apply his mind to learn the

language of the natives, that he might

be able to teach them his ideas with-

out trusting to their passing through the

mouth of another. No matter how much

of the Spirit a teacher has, if his words

have to be interpreted by one who has

not the Spirit; the people are not ben-

efited; "For the letter killeth, but the

spirit giveth life." No matter how much a

man preaches, nor how much of the Holy

Ghost he has—the spirit may be edified,

but the understanding will remain un-

fruitful. And if we trust to some other

person to bring forth the hidden things

of the kingdom, if we are all the time de-

pendent on an interpreter who has not

the Holy Ghost, we cannot grow rapidly

in the knowledge of the truth.

We must live so that our knowl-

edge and faith shall reach beyond the

ideal, no matter what that is; and

we must have knowledge of the living

God for ourselves. The people wish

to know whether they cannot find out

the living God. Yes, just as quickly as

you are prepared; but you must cease

worshipping idols. Then, when per-

sons say they are willing to sacrifice

their all for the kingdom of God, they will

do it without whining. Then, if a Ward

is required to perform a certain work,

they will not complain about it. Then

they will be apt to cast their idols behind

them, and will not so worship and covet

a beautiful span of horses that they will

not let them go to save the whole house

of Israel. But in the first place, they have

nothing to sacrifice; in the second place,

God has given them enough with which

to benefit his kingdom; and thirdly, if it

is not on hand when required, by-and-by

it will be said, "Take from those persons

what they seem to have, and give it to

those who are worthy—who can dispose

of their property to build up the kingdom

of God." It will be said of us all, unless

we improve upon what we have, "Take

that which they seem to have, and give

to those who improve upon their talents

and will gain more."

Whether you can see it or not, I know

that this people are more or less prone to

idolatry; for I see that spirit manifested

every day, and hear of it from nearly

every quarter. We must stop worship-

ping idols. We are in possession of the

keys of the kingdom; the eternal Priest-

hood is committed to this people, and

we are blessed as are no other people

of which we have any knowledge. This

people have the words of life—the way

of life and salvation: they know how to

save themselves and all that will cleave

to them. Now, what is demanded at our

hands? Is it to pray that wemay be faith-

ful? It seems to be a burlesque. It is

most disgraceful to be under the neces-

sity of saying, "Brethren and sisters, let

us be faithful." Rather so obtain a par-

ticle of wisdom before God that we can

see our own standing, what we are called

to do, and understand what is bestowed

upon us. You might as well pray for the

angels to be faithful as for this people.

If you could see and understand things


