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as they are, your whole souls, minds, af-

fections, lives, and everything at your

control would be sealed up in God and

his work. Then would it be, "You cannot

take my horses, for I cannot spare them."

No. Who cares for all the horses in the

world? The Devil says that he has claim

on them, and he means to devote them

to his use. I will see that all the horses,

mules, gold, silver, clothing, and people

belonging to this Church are devoted to

the kingdom of Christ, God being my

helper; and I will outgeneral the Devil,

and baffle him in every turn, and head

him in every nook and corner; and he

shall be turned hither and thither as the

Lord will. I am determined, in the name

of Israel's God, to see the Devil whipped

from the earth, and outgeneraled and

fooled in all his schemes, and whirled

about by this Church until he is glad to

leave the earth and go to his own place;

and then we will see whether or not the

Lord God has all things that belong to

him.

Compare our position and situation

with that of the rest of the world; look

at the inhabitants of the earth, and try

to understand the object of our being

on this earth, the object of the forming

and peopling this earth, and designing

and decreeing that things should be thus

and so. Try to understand why our first

parents partook of the forbidden fruit,

and why Jesus came to the earth to re-

deem fallen man. Let us try to learn

why things are suffered to proceed on the

earth as they do.

If you get an understanding to know

the purposes and designs of our Cre-

ator in framing and peopling this earth,

do you think that I should be un-

der the necessity of exhorting you to

say that you will sacrifice your all

for eternal life? The idea is non-

sensical. Should I be under the ne-

cessity of exhorting you to live your

religion and cling to your God? If we

should not come to meeting during the

next sixteen years, and if we had never

met since the brethren were driven from

Jackson County, everyone would live

his religion. If this people had under-

stood what they ought, the early Elders

might have lived in foreign nations and

preached the Gospel until this day, and

they would then have been better pre-

pared to worship God acceptably than

many are now; and this people would

have been more cautious, better pre-

pared, and more contented to practice

what they know, instead of searching af-

ter things that do not concern them.

We know enough to damn us; and

when we know enough for that, we know

enough to save us, if that knowledge is

improved upon. We are a happy people.

We are the only people on earth that ac-

knowledge God and truly believe in him.

The Christian and heathen world pro-

fess to believe in him; and the Jews say

that they believe in him: but they do not

believe in Jesus Christ. The Christians

profess to believe in Jesus Christ; but,

if he told the truth, not one of them re-

ally believes in him. I do not doubt their

honesty; but I doubt the manifestation

of any knowledge they have of him; for

if they were his disciples, they would do

the works which he did. That alone is

positive proof to me that they neither be-

lieve in him nor have any idea what he

designs concerning them. They may be

honest and sincere; but they are very ig-

norant. This people have the true knowl-

edge; they have it not. We have the

Priesthood; they have it not. We have

the way of life and salvation; they have

it not. We know how to be Saints—how

to save ourselves and all who will hear-

ken to our counsel; they do not.

Now, ask yourselves, is there any

necessity of preaching, praying, teach-

ing, and exhorting, to learn us our


