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When I received a letter from the

President, releasing me from the Of-

fice at Liverpool, and also releasing all

the missionaries in that country, with-

out specifying in the letter what time I

should return, I immediately felt a great

desire to return this winter; and by this

means I believe I have saved to myself

some six or seven months time that I can

dwell here in the midst of the Saints;

and at this peculiar period I feel that

it will be a great blessing to me to be

with you—that if you have to share toils

and tribulations in having your enemies

upon your borders, I may share them

with you; and that if you have pecu-

liar blessings bestowed upon your heads,

that I also may be made a partaker of

them.

Should my brethren say to me,

"Brother Orson, we wish you to take a

mission, now, to China, or to the East In-

dies, or to any other part of this globe,

and tarry there twenty-seven years be-

fore you return to your home," I would

go. Yes, I would gladly go, and feel that

it was my duty, and that I was pleas-

ing God in obeying the counsel of his ser-

vants.

The Lord sent forth this message

some twenty-eight years ago; and, dur-

ing this period, the servants of the Lord

have been sent out especially to the Gen-

tile nations, that their times might be

fulfilled, and to give them an opportunity

of receiving the truth. Those servants

have gone forth, though in their weak-

ness; and, with very few exceptions, they

have been very faithful in their duties.

They have fulfilled that parable that is

recorded in the Book of Mormon, where

the laborers are said to have gone forth

and labored with their might, and the

Lord of the vineyard labored with them;

and it predicts that they should be faith-

ful in keeping the commandments of the

Lord of the vineyard in all things.

We must, therefore, draw this one

conclusion—that the testimony that

has been borne to the Gentile nations is

sufficient, so far as our weak judgment

can comprehend, to condemn them all,

if they never hear another sound from

the voices of the servants of God while

they exist in the flesh. Why is it enough?

Has every individual among the nations

of the Gentiles been preached to? I will

tell you what has been done.

Thousands and tens of thousands of

large congregations have been preached

to in the United States and in Great

Britain. Thousands and thousands of

the servants of God have lifted up their

voices, day after day, week after week,

month after month, and year after year,

and warned the nations; and the Lord

told us, more than twenty years ago, that

he had sent forth his servants to warn

the people, and it became those who had

been warned to warn their neighbors.

The Lord, more than twenty years ago,

said to his servants, "Your garments are

clean from the blood of this generation."

Where is there a Gentile nation upon

this earth, if they were to be destroyed

this very day, that could come up be-

fore the Lord of Hosts and plead any ex-

cuse before him for not knowing concern-

ing the latter-day message which has

been sent forth? According to my feel-

ings upon this subject, I believe that they

have been fully warned, beginning with

the nation of the United States that in-

habit this promised land. They have

also been thoroughly warned in Great

Britain. The nations of Europe have

been offered themessage; but they would

not receive it. It seems to me, accord-

ing to my judgment, and according to

the vast amount of testimony that has

been sounded in their ears, that they are

delivered over, not as individuals, but

as nations, to the hardness of their own

hearts, to fight against the work of God.

The Lord says, in the preface of


