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In the last chapter of the 1st Book of

Nephi, paragraph 3, the Prophet says—

"And all that fight against Zion shall be

destroyed, and that great whore, who

hath perverted the right ways of the

Lord, yea, that great and abominable

church, shall tumble to the dust and

great shall be the fall of it. For be-

hold, saith the prophet, the time cometh

speedily that Satan shall have no more

power over the hearts of the children of

men; for the day soon cometh that all the

proud and they who do wickedly shall

be as stubble; and the day cometh that

they must be burned. For the time soon

cometh that the fulness of the wrath of

God shall be poured out upon all the chil-

dren of men; for he will not suffer that

the wicked shall destroy the righteous.

Wherefore, he will preserve the righ-

teous by his power, even if it so be that

the fulness of his wrath must come, and

the righteous be preserved, even unto

the destruction of their enemies by fire.

Wherefore, the righteous need not fear;

for thus saith the prophet, they shall be

saved, even if it so be as by fire."

Nephi looked upon these things and

saw the condition that the people would

be in, and therefore he said, "You need

not fear." Do you hear it, Latter-day

Saints? You need not fear, for the Lord

will preserve his people, even if it must

needs be that he sends fire down from

heaven to destroy the wicked and those

that preach false doctrines to the chil-

dren of men, even the whore of all the

earth; for they must tremble and fall and

crumble to dust.

I feel as strong, and I do not know

but stronger, in regard to the work

that is now before the Saints, than I

ever have done in bearing testimony

to the truth of the Gospel. I have

always felt that God would give me

wisdom, argument, and testimony to

confound gainsayers and opposers of

the truth; and thus God has enabled

me to do. I have the same feeling today—

not that we have the strength to do

it ourselves; but I know that God will

strengthen us for the work we have to do.

Though the Lord may suffer our en-

emies to come and invade our borders,

and though we have been driven and

trampled upon, and though we have laid

down our necks for them to tread upon,

he has now got us here, where he will

show forth his power.

He has let us rest in these peace-

ful valleys in safety and in quietness for

some ten years, and now he seems to

say to the wicked, "Inasmuch as you will

not give heed to the testimony of my ser-

vants, and you are determined to invade

their borders, go up and try it, and I will

show you that I will gird on my strength

and arm my servants, and they shall de-

fend my cause."

It will be just as the Lord said in De-

cember, 1830—"I will call the weak of

the earth, and I will gird up their loins;

and they shall fight manfully for me; and

their enemies shall be under their feet."

He also says, "I will not only shake the

earth, but the starry heavens also; and

the inhabitants of the earth shall know

that you are my people, because of the

power and the strength that shall be

manifest in defending yourselves against

your enemies." This is what the Lord in-

tends to do.

It needed the United States as a na-

tion or as a government to unjustly come

up against us, in order to bring about

these things. How many scores and

hundreds sit in this congregation that

have never been in one solitary mob?

Have you been tried with persecution

and mobbing and death? Have you been

tried at the mouth of the cannon or at

the point of the bayonet? No—many of

you have not; hence a trial is needful.

Can you expect the power of God without


