
a trial of your faith? It is expedient that you 
have a trial of your faith. It would be one 
of the easiest things in the world for the 
Almighty to send fire and brimstone upon 
the earth and destroy our enemies, or to 
swallow them up by an earthquake as he 
did in days of Israel.

In those days the Lord enabled Israel 
to overcome the Hittites, the Hivites, the 
Jebusites, etc. How easy it would have 
been for the Lord to have destroyed them 
by earthquake, or by fire, or by something 
of this kind! But he did not do it—and 
why? Because he wanted to do several 
things at the same time: he wanted to de-
stroy the wicked, and to see if his servants 
would flinch in the hour of danger. The 
Lord is going to defend this people, but 
not without their agency. He is not going 
to let us sit upon our easy chairs and not 
expose ourselves. If we were to do this, we 
should not be worthy of the kingdom of 
God. He offers us the kingdom, and says it 
is ours, upon certain conditions.

What else does he say? “My Church 
shall be free and independent of all crea-
tures beneath the celestial world.” Have we 
been free from the United States? No, we 
have not; but we are to be made free from 
every government upon the face of the 
earth; and wherever there is any dominion 
that is beneath that of the celestial world, 
we are to be free from it.

Now, suppose the Lord had offered us 
all these things, and we should sit down 
and not move a finger for the blessings he 
had given, should we be worthy of them? 
No, not at all. We should be in this condi-
tion, if we were suffered to take possession 
of these blessings without any trials.

If we are dilatory, we shall have to  
suffer as in days gone by, and our  
enemies will come in here and bring 
in their whoredoms and abominations

that they have been accustomed to from 
their youth up. This will be the case, if 
we do not save ourselves by our diligence 
and obedience. But if we show to God 
that we are willing to stand up in behalf of 
his kingdom and of the truth, even unto 
death, then, notwithstanding our enemies 
may be two hundred to our one, we shall 
feel strong in the Lord, and he will fight 
our battles. Then we shall accomplish that 
which has been promised by the Prophets; 
and not only the United States will have 
to suffer, but as the Prophet Isaiah says—
“The multitude of all the nations that fight 
against Zion shall become like the dream 
of a night vision, as when a man who is 
hungry dreameth that he is satisfied with 
food, and he awaketh and behold he is 
faint.” So will be all nations who fight 
against this people: they will pass away be-
fore the power of the servants of God. His 
servants will be clothed with wisdom and 
with the power of the Most High to prevail 
against all their enemies.

We would let the poor curses alone, if 
they would stay at home and mind their 
own business. The American continent 
never was designed for such a corrupt 
Government as the United States’ to flour-
ish or prosper long upon it. After they 
should become ripened in iniquity, it was 
not intended they should continue. The 
Lord has designed another thing, and for 
this reason we are here in these mountains: 
the little stone has been rolling uphill.

If our enemies keep coming up here, 
after the Lord has shown his power and 
enabled his servants to cope with them, if 
they still continue to fight against Zion, 
the Saints of God will roll down upon 
their borders and take them upon their 
own lands. But before that day comes, we 
have to show our wisdom by skirmishes 
and in various conditions in which we shall
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