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I have tried to treasure up what I

have heard today, and pray God to give

me power to practice righteousness upon

the earth. I am aware that the people

that are denominated Latter-day Saints

occupy a very conspicuous position be-

fore the nation in which we dwell, and

also in the eyes of the intelligent nations

of the earth.

There is something connected with

our holy religion that has called forth the

attention of the wise and learned of this

generation. And they have used their

talents and their wisdom in trying to

destroy the vine that has been planted

in the earth, or the Priesthood that has

been revealed in these latter days for the

benefit of the children of men, that they

might be restored again into the pres-

ence of God their Father.

It would be superfluous for me to

say that the revealed truth of God from

heaven has not been received by the ma-

jority of the world in any generation; so

it is no new thing under the sun if Joseph

Smith's mission is rejected by them. The

Lord's wisdom is not like the wisdom of

man, neither are his ways like the ways

of man.

The priests of the day, who pro-

fessed to teach the way of life and

salvation to the people, looked with

contempt upon Joseph Smith the

Prophet, and sought by every means

in their power to destroy him and the

truth which he brought forth, that

the kingdom and power of Babylon

might, as it has done in days gone by,

continue to prevail, unchecked by the in-

fluence of the kingdom of God.

Beloved Saints, we are now here in

the valleys of the mountains, far sepa-

rated from those who have sought and

still seek our overthrow; and here we

have the privilege of coming to meet-

ing to hear from the servants of God,

and there are none who dare molest or

endeavor to deprive us of this dearly

bought privilege. This is a choice bless-

ing, and one which we all should strive

more fully to appreciate.

The false learning and wisdom of

the world, concentrated, cannot com-

pare with one principle of eternal truth

revealed to this people through those

whom God has set to lead them. Are

we worthy of the high and holy call-

ing whereunto we have been called? Do

we order our lives so before the Lord of

Hosts that we are worthy of his confi-

dence, worthy to walk in the light of his

countenance from day to day?

If we live in such a manner as to re-

ceive nourishment from the true vine,

into which we have been grafted, then we

shall have power to overcome those sins

that so easily beset us. There are a great

many more things connected with our

holy religion besides praying morning

and evening, fasting, and paying tithing,

as did the Jews. Our religion comprises

the holy order of heaven revealed to man

in the last days for the final establish-


