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BLESSINGS OF OBEDIENCE, ETC.

REMARKS BY PRESIDENT DANIEL SPENCER, DELIVERED IN THE TABERNACLE,
GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, SUNDAY MORNING, OCTOBER 11, 1857
Reported by J. V. Long

[ arise to bear my testimony to the truth
of what Elder Lyman has said this morn-
ing. I feel that it has been good to listen to
him. The principles of which he has spo-
ken are the foundation of our happiness;
and unless we build upon what he has been
speaking of, we may seek to all eternity,
and not obtain happiness.

All truth comes from God, and he makes
it known through his servants; and this is
almost invariably in advance of our knowl-
edge. In the commencement of our connec-
tion with the Church, in our baptism, we
were told that we should receive the gifts
and blessings of the Gospel, if faithful. We
did not receive positive proof of it; but as
we advanced, we realized, through obedi-
ence, the truth of what was promised us.

Brother Amasa has instructed us to be
faithful—to have confidence in God, and
that in his own way he will benefit us and
establish peace. If we love God, all things
will work together for our good.

If we love God, we love the truth, for
all truth is from God. We have got to have
this confidence in the Lord and show that
we love all truth; and if our faith is estab-
lished upon that and upon the principle
upon which he reveals it to us, then we
know that all things will be overruled for
our good, our faith, and our happiness, as
we have been told today.

Now, we have knowledge that it is
best for us to labor and obtain cloth-
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ing to keep ourselves warm for the winter.
We have been taught this by our parents.
We know that it is best to live by industry.
The Indians do not know this—at least
but very few of them do, and none of them
knew it when we first came here: they did
not understand that it was best to labor to
make themselves comfortable; but now
they are learning it: they are beginning to
learn that it is best to make some little sac-
rifice to get clothing and food; and they are
improving in this day by day.

Now, the Gentiles have a knowledge
that it is best to labor for clothing, for
food, and to make preparation for win-
ter, and so on; but when we speak of the
knowledge of God, and that it is best to do
this or that because the whisperings of the
Spirit say so and so—when it comes to the
servants of God and the things of his king-
dom, the Gentiles do not know so much
as the Indians do; hence they act in accor-
dance with their views and knowledge, and
hence they are deprived of many blessings.

We have derived many blessings from
rendering obedience to those things that
were taught us when we first came into the
Church; and those who do not learn these
things do not have our experience.

Well, now, as Elder Lyman has
remarked, if we love the truth better
than error, and have confidence in

the Lord that he has established his
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