BLESSINGS OF OBEDIENCE, ETC.

kingdom, and that he will reveal his will,
we are happy, and we shall abide in the
truth, precisely as he has told us. If we have
that love for the truth, we shall discard all
evil from our families—we shall discard
strife and every malignant feeling that is
contrary to truth.

God has not recommended any mode of
procedure that will produce discord or un-
pleasantness in our homes; hence we had
better leave off that which will offend God.
A man that harbors a malignant, unruly spir-
it does not love the truth; and these are the
things which cause men to apostatize. They
say, “I will have a little gratification upon a
principle that I know is wrong.” Well, this is
the foundation of apostasy; it is the method
by which people sacrifice that which would
bring continual peace: they apostatize by sac-
rificing that which they know to be right—
not that which they do not know, but that
which they do know; and that which they
know is truth. Then the Spirit of the Lord
withdraws from them, and they have no rel-
ish for the truth, because they have despised
and put away his counsel; they have not re-
spected his counsels.

I mention these little things because
they come under our observation every
day. We have counsel from our Bishops,
Teachers, and Presidents. This is the
method through which we receive coun-
sel, and we must respect the counsel that
comes from all these authorities. If we re-
spect God and his servants, he will respect
us; but if we do not respect him, he will
not respect us, because we have no respect
for the truth nor for God. But if we have
a respect for God and love his teachings
and his servants, then we shall love the
truth; our minds are open because we
are searching for truth; we love it and
cherish it; it is visible in our transactions
in life. Well, then, it is our meat and
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our drink; it is our food constantly; and we
feel to do everything to benefit mankind—
to make people happy.

I have been very much interested my-
self, and I know that the remarks made to-
day by Elder Lyman are just what we want.
Whatever we have passed through and
whatever we may in future pass through,
we shall say, if we endure to the end, that
we know God has overruled all things for
our good. We know now that all will be
for our good, and we are made happy in
the enjoyment of the knowledge that God
will overrule everything for our profit and
good; and upon no other principle will it
be happiness to us.

It is not to be presumed that we are go-
ing to be happy and possess a fulness of
knowledge at once; but events will be con-
tinually and gradually developed that will
show us that God will bring to pass noth-
ing but what will be for our good and for
our happiness.

My prayer is that we may have power
with God—that we may have confidence
that God will do all for our good; and let
us know that he accepts our actions, and
let us be ready to do whatever is required
of us, nothing doubting, and I know that
peace will be the result.

I want to make a few observations in re-
lation to the handling of our guns. There
have been three individuals killed through
carelessness. Almost every day I hear guns
fired off, and oftentimes they go off in a di-
rection not intended. Now, be cautious, and
let not any accident of this kind take place
in this city. Be careful where you discharge
your guns, for our lives are precious. Many
have now been called to handle guns that
never have been used to it. Let such put on
a double guard over themselves, and know
that they must not use firearms carelessly.

The late news from the army is
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