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favorable, as it has hitherto been. I pre-

sume that it is well understood; there-

fore, I will not repeat it.

Let us live so as to continually

secure the favor of God, and I know that

we shall have constant peace and joy.

This is my prayer, in the name of Jesus.

Amen.

PERSONAL FEELINGS AND EXPERIENCE, ETC.

REMARKS BY ELDER ELIAS SMITH, DELIVERED IN THE BOWERY, GREAT SALT LAKE

CITY, SUNDAYMORNING, AUGUST 2, 1857.

REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.

My brethren and sisters—Very unex-

pectedly I appear before you this morn-

ing. Perhaps it might be well enough for

me to confess my sins before you, to be-

gin with.

Before I get through, I presume, with

the few remarks that I may make to you,

you will learn that I am not much of a

public speaker upon any subject what-

ever. I have frequently, of late, received

visits from brother Kimball, and he has

intimated that I might be called upon to

speak before you. This morning I went

to the Office for the purpose of writing

a letter to a sister that I have not writ-

ten to for several years. Brother Stout

and brother Hiatt came in, and we spent

some time chatting. Brother Kimball

then came in, and I thought if I could

get away from him I should be glad—not

that I wanted to shun his company, but

I knew pretty well his business. When

on the way here, I thought that I had es-

caped his notice; but his eye was a little

too keen for me.

I have often thought that if I were

calculated to do any good, it was in an-

other line rather than preaching; for

I would rather do anything else. If

anything else is required of me, I feel

that I can go and do it; but when called

upon to speak, I always have felt a dif-

fidence. I know that I cannot stand up

before this congregation and teach any-

thing, and I shall not presume to do it;

but inasmuch as I have been called to ad-

dress you, I will endeavor to do so a few

moments.

It is true that I have been in the

Church a long time, and I have been

with the Saints in all the scenes of per-

secution and trial from that time to this,

except that I had not the privilege of

being with the pioneers who came to

this Territory. Circumstances so ordered

things that I could not share with those

men who came and sought out this coun-

try the toils of that memorable jour-

ney. Aside from that, I believe that I

have been with them in all the scenes

that they have passed through, and I

have striven to do all that I could for

the cause, though I have never tried to

make myself conspicuous, but have en-

deavored to do what I was told by those

over me; and that will be the case with

me today; and then, after I have spoken

to you, I shall go and do something else.


