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have endeavored to do it and to keep my

hands clean; and if in any of those things

I have not done this, then I have not done

what I have tried to do. Be that as it may,

it is my desire to live with you in pros-

perity or adversity, let what may come.

But I certainly do not expect, if we live

our religion, that our enemies will have

power over us, although I am well aware

that they will endeavor to do us all the

injury they can.

I have been aware that they have had

a design in relation to us for some time,

from the fact that all their movements

have been carefully hid from us. When

we have received their papers, none have

had any allusion to their military move-

ments in this direction, neither have

their advertisements in relation to their

transportation of freight to this Terri-

tory ever reached us; and, to prevent

us still further from knowing anything

of their doings, they have withheld the

mail, and that too without raising any le-

gal objections. They did not even avail

themselves of the privilege always re-

served in agreements with mail contrac-

tors. But the fact of the case is, they

seek our overthrow; and if any persons

here do not think so, they are mistaken.

If they could destroy President

Young, President Kimball, and President

Wells, and the leading authorities of this

Church, they would be pleased; but they

cannot do that. If we do not live our reli-

gion, I expect we shall be scourged; and

for my own part, I feel perfectly free in

relation to these things; and whether I

live or die, it is all the same to me, al-

though I expect to live to be an old man,

and to go back with the Saints to the

land of Jackson County. [President B.

Young: "God grant it."]

Brethren, I do not feel like prolonging

my remarks. I pray that God will bless

his Saints, and that those who have no

desire to remain with us may go away. I

know, if we keep the commandments of

God, we shall obtain his blessings; and I

have learned from the history of the past

that has come down to us, that those who

have not done so he has chastened. If we

keep his commandments, we shall be de-

livered out of the hands of our enemies

and be saved in his kingdom.

Brethren, may God bless you and en-

able you to be faithful in all things, is

my prayer, in the name of Jesus Christ.

Amen.


