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I can truly say that I feel like a little

child in relation to the things pertaining

to the kingdom of God, which are wis-

dom, knowledge, and righteousness re-

vealed to man.

I have been comforted while hearing

my brother speak. His words have been

truthful. His admonition has been good

to the Saints, and his exhortation has

been such as we should all reduce to

practice in our future lives.

When I stand before the Saints, I can

only feel to thank the Lord and bless the

name of Israel's God. Why? Because

he has led his people in the way they

should go for their salvation. While con-

templating upon the scenes the Latter-

day Saints have passed through, and

those through which the Saints in for-

mer ages have passed, I discover that

there is a striking resemblance between

the two. Indeed, they are of one family;

they have embraced the same principles

and are trying to carry out the doctrines

taught and practiced by the Prophets

and by Jesus Christ our Redeemer and

elder Brother, when he said, "The king-

dom of heaven is like seed cast into the

ground, and some of it took root, but

long since has the Master taken his jour-

ney into a far country, and the vineyard

has been let out to husbandmen;" and

thank God that we live in the time of har-

vest, because I always find the time of

harvest more joyful than the seed time.

There is a great harvest to be per-

formed, and the Elders of Israel have

been engaged in that harvest for many

years past, and some of the wheat has

been gathered out and placed in the gar-

ner of the Lord.

I have contemplated, while sitting

here this morning, as to what would

have been the condition of the Latter-day

Saints, supposing we had been let alone

in Kirtland. Every meditating mind can

contemplate at a glance the situation

this people would have been in today.

Supposing we had been left to our-

selves in the pleasant groves of Missouri,

which we shall, thank heaven's King, by-

and-by occupy, with none to disturb us;

but the time has not come yet—I say, had

we been permitted to stay there, could

the Lord have fulfilled the words of the

Prophets, which were spoken by the in-

spiration of the Holy Spirit, concerning

this people in the latter day? Verily no.

Suppose we had been permitted to re-

main in the city of Nauvoo, Illinois, could

the words of the Prophets have been ful-

filled concerning this people in our day?

No. But the Lord, by his unseen hand

and outstretched arm, and by his wis-

dom, which is beyond the comprehen-

sion of finite beings, led his people to

this place prepared and reserved by him

as chambers of safety for his Saints, in

fulfillment of the words of all the holy

Prophets since the world began.


