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son, take to yourself the kingdom, be-

cause it is yours, for Lucifer has borne

rule long enough on that planet: now,

you go to work and revolutionize that

planet, and purify and sanctify it from

the wickedness and abominations that

exist upon it, that it may be prepared

and brought back to my presence."

This is the work in which we are now

engaged. If there should be a man or

woman of the character that has been

spoken of this morning, that wishes to go

away from this people, I wish they would

go. Every honest Latter-day Saint has

felt and prayed, and his prayer has been

in the morning, at noon, in the evening,

and at midnight, that God would sweep

his vineyard and purify it and prune it of

all the dead branches, that they may be

burned and blown away by the wind, like

the chaff of the summer threshingfloor.

Now, was it not the prayer of every

faithful Saint that God would set his

furnace in Zion and burn out the chaff

and the branches which are withered up

and dried, that nothing but the bear-

ing branches might be left—the pure in

heart—that there might be no jarring

strings, no backbitings, slander, stealing,

or any evil thing among the Saints of

God who dwell in Zion? We have seen

such things here to a certain extent. I

feel glad in my heart, and feel as though

I could jump up and cry "Hallelujah!"

and "Glory!" like a Methodist, because

the kingdom of God is set up and given

to the Saints of the Most High. The yoke

of oppression is broken off, and indepen-

dence is given to us as far as is now nec-

essary and required, that the kingdom of

God may advance on the earth. Why not

rejoice and be glad?

There are some appendages to all

this, and one little item drops into my

mind now—one of the simplest things

in the world—that is, for the sisters,

if they have not the privilege of knitting

mittens and stockings, to go to work and

make pieces of patchwork, or anything

that will keep the brethren warm that

are out in the mountains. No doubt but

we shall see tight times; but the Lord

will guide his servants, and his king-

dom will prosper, and every Saint will

learn how to appreciate blessings when

we have them; but there is no occasion

for any person to be afraid.

There have been a great many things

prophesied here in the way of common

conversation. I suppose that a good

many of the Saints think that when the

old Prophets, Jeremiah, Isaiah, and oth-

ers prophesied, they used to get down on

a bench and kneel before the congrega-

tion, or get into a dark closet, where they

could speak through a knothole and have

their scribe write it, or perhaps have a

coffee sack covered over their heads, and

ashes sprinkled over that.

I have heard men prophesy here ev-

ery Sabbath day; and in a thousand

years after today, when we read over

their prophecies, the prophecies spoken

by the old Prophets will sink into in-

significance and will be forgotten. Even

as the wonders of the last days, in gath-

ering Israel, will throw into the shade

of forgetfulness the mighty miracles at

the Red Sea and in the wilderness, so

it will be a thousand yearn hence, when

we read over the prophecies delivered in

the year 1857. Why? Because there is

a great deal more pending now than for-

merly.

We now see our brethren called to go

into the mountains, and this people are

expending much to defend the cause of

Zion.

We acknowledge brother Brigham

Young as President of this Church:

we have long acknowledged him as

such; also brother Heber C. Kim-

ball is his first, and brother Daniel

H. Wells as his second Counselor.
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