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power. Where does it center? In the

head, and it compares with the triune

Godhead—the Father, Son, and Holy

Ghost. Are these three men who com-

pose the First Presidency one? They are.

God has ordained them on earth to fulfil

his purposes, build up his kingdom, cast

down Babylon, establish righteousness

on the face of all the earth, cleanse this

planet from corruption, and prepare it

for a dwelling place for immortal Saints.

Has not the Lord embodied all the

Priesthood and power of his kingdom

in the head of the First Quorum of his

Church? Yes. Where should the power

of this people be centered? In that per-

sonage whom God has ordained to lead

his people; and, as I have prayed myself,

not that the Lord would tell me anything

particularly about the armies of the en-

emies of God, but make it known to his

servants Brigham, Heber, and Daniel—

that he would give such counsel to his

servant Brigham as would be necessary

for the advancement of his kingdom, the

destruction of Satan's empire and the

downfall of Babylon, the spread of truth,

and the universal reign of peace on this

planet, until the land of Joseph is puri-

fied and the people of God return and go

back with pure hearts and contrite spir-

its to Jackson County, according to the

words of the servants of God, and build

the great Temple of the Lord, according

to the words of the Prophet Joseph.

Well, here we are, a free people. We

are at liberty to go out in the defense

of Zion, which we never could do before.

The Elders have been to the nations, and

besought the people to repent and leave

off their wickedness, to reform, and be

baptized, and be saved, crying as John

the Baptist did, "The kingdom of heaven

is at hand."

Had the nations opened the door to

the servants of God to freely preach

among them, before this time the Gospel

would have been sounded in every ear;

and when that is done, Jesus says the

end shall come. When the olive tree be-

gins to put forth its buds, know we that

summer is nigh. The stone that is cut out

of the mountains without hands has be-

gun to roll, and it will fall on the feet,

toes, and legs of the image, and crush

great Babylon to pieces: by its power the

nations will be broken.

I have long prayed that the Lord

Almighty would destroy the nation that

gave me birth, unless the rulers thereof

repent. Yes, I pray that it may be broken

to pieces and become like an old vessel

that is broken and thrown out to rot and

to return to its native elements.

Let us keep the commandments of

God, and all will be right. I want to say a

word in relation to our present position.

It becometh you and I to be valiant for

the truth. All the Latter-day Saints have

said they are willing to stand up in de-

fense of the cause of truth.

The old Methodists used to say, when

they got up in the pulpit to speak as

I have today, that they were ready to

defend Zion's cause at any risk. They

knew but little about Zion and her cause

and the principles of eternal truth. But

they have been revealed and taught to

us from the stand, Sabbath after Sab-

bath. No people have been blessed with

the privileges of the Gospel of the Son of

God as we have.

We are free, for Christ has made us

free; and the Apostle says, "Whom the

Son makes free, is free indeed." If you

are free by the blood of the covenant, and

have redeemed yourself by its require-

ments, see that you bring no spots upon

your garments; betray not your trust,

but be constant to the truth, and stand a

witness for it under every circumstance

in which you may be placed.


