UNPOPULARITY OF

lieve with thy heart that God hath raised
Christ from the dead, thou shalt be saved.”

It was periling one’s life equally as much
to acknowledge the crucified Nazarene as it
is now for the “Mormons” to acknowledge
Joseph Smith to be a Prophet of God. We
will add on to the test a little now, and say,
If you will confess Jesus Christ to be the
Redeemer, Joseph Smith to be his Prophet,
and Brigham Young his successor, and
carry out their counsels unto the end, you
shall be saved.

Now, I say it was just as perilous to ac-
knowledge Jesus, whom almost everyone
then believed to be an impostor and the re-
fuse of all creation, as it now is to acknowl-
edge those men whom I have mentioned.

How is it now? Why, it is popular by the
Christian world to acknowledge Jesus to be
the Savior. The Catholics all acknowledge
Jesus to be the Savior. The doctrine has
become popular in the world, so much so
that nearly the whole world now acknowl-
edge that Christ truly was the Savior, the
Redeemer, the Son of God; and they be-
lieve on him. Will people be persecuted for
this? No. You may go into all ranks of soci-
ety in the world, and they will receive you,
if you are a Christian; but you must mind
one thing—you must not name “Mormon-
ism”—you must not say that Joseph was a
man that you believed in; for the moment
you do this you are in jeopardy.

I have been many times in places
when I did not announce my name, but
something would tell them that I was a
“Mormon.” I do not know who told them,
except it was the Devil; but I could hear
them say, “He is a Mormon.” There have
been many instances of this kind among
the Latter-day Saints.

I prayed, before I heard this Gos-
pel, that I might see the kingdom of
God; and I could say as Paul did,
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that I was alive to religion, but it was with-
out the law. I was full of religion, but I
was not very noisy. When the command-
ment came, “sin revived, and I died;” and
I learned that I had to be baptized for the
remission of sins, for I could not deny the
truth. [ was as eligible to the truth as a fric-
tion match is to the fire, and I could not
get by it. I love the truth yet.

I have heard brother Brigham say, and
I endorse the sentiment, that every man
and every woman who is not willing to lay
down his or her mortal life for this Gospel
cannot be saved. The Lord will bring us
into a place where we shall be tried whether
we are as willing to die as we are to live, and
I know this is true; and if I have not gained
that point, I have got to live so as to arrive
at it on this side of the veil. There is a veil
over us at present; but to some the veil is
becoming thin, but it is not rent.

There is no greater mark of a man’s be-
ing in full fellowship with God than to see
that man quickly yield to the will of God
without a murmur. This is as good a mark
of a Saint as can be given.

From the commencement of this work
there has been plenty to try men and to
put them to the test. Shall we be mad at
our enemies? No, not unrighteously—not
wickedly mad.

When I look at the condition of this
people, view the work for them to do, and
the reward the Lord has for them, if faith-
ful, and then cast my eyes around and gaze
upon the bitterness of our enemies, what
are my feelings? I can feel as David did
concerning his enemies, when he went to
the sanctuary; “for there,” said he, “I un-
derstood their end.”

Don’t you think his envy was then
taken from him? Yes, instantly. He
could feel as Jesus felt in his death
struggles, when the Roman soldiers
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