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Smith was greater than any other

Prophet that ever lived, except Jesus

Christ. [President B. Young: "That is

true. How can it be otherwise?"] It can't;

and I tell you that he is just as active to-

day as ever he was, and he can do more

for this people and for the cause of Zion

than he could when here.

In the days of Israel of old, and

in all former dispensations, there have

been many Prophets; but Joseph Smith

stands at the head of this, which is

a dispensation of all dispensations: it

will comprehend and complete the unfin-

ished work of all former days.

I thank my heavenly Father that I

live to behold this day. While sitting

here, I have thought of the first Con-

ference that was ever held in this val-

ley. It was nine years ago last October.

I reached the valley during the sitting

of Conference, and some of the brethren

said, "The Conference is sitting; won't

you go?" So I walked down to where they

were holding Conference, and I found

them by the side of a haystack. There

was Father John Smith and a little hand-

ful of men that might have been cov-

ered with a small tent, and they were

holding the Semi-Annual Conference of

the Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day

Saints.

When I contrast the present Con-

ference with the one of which I have

spoken, I feel to thank God, and my

soul magnifies his name for his goodness

in gathering his people who were then

scattered by their enemies. Some were

upon the Plains, a great many at Win-

ter Quarters, some hundreds had per-

ished by the sufferings there endured,

and few had found their way to this

peaceful valley, where I can now be-

hold 12,000 persons assembled at a Con-

ference meeting. This does my soul

good, and I feel that we have all great

cause to be thankful for the great and

marvelous blessings conferred upon us.

Brethren and sisters, let us rejoice

in our deliverance from the hands of

our enemies; let us rejoice in our happy

condition and in our prosperous circum-

stances. Let us rejoice, for the kingdom

is established and never will be given to

any other people.

There is one thing more which I want

you to understand, and that is, that God

is not dependent upon any one man or

woman for the carrying on and accom-

plishment of his work. If you have not

a mind to work for the Lord, let it alone;

for he can do just as well without you as

with you.

I know there are men under the

sound of my voice who are bound by the

chains of the Devil, and they are and

will be controlled by them, and you can-

not liberate them; and what is the mat-

ter? They are not of the right blood, and

there is nothing right for them: they are

controlled by a contrary spirit; they are

opposed to everything and to everybody

but themselves. I have reflected much

upon this subject, and I have been led

to conclude that if we could just let into

their veins one drop of "Mormonism,"

it could not be got away from them—I

mean when the Gospel is first presented

to men and women.

If the right spirit and the good seed

be sown on good ground, it will bring

forth good fruit. Persons who have the

truth implanted in their hearts, if they

are honest, will grow in the knowledge

of God until they obtain a fulness.

We read in the Scriptures of a cer-

tain class of men who never come

to the knowledge of the truth, and

still they are said to be ever learn-

ing. I will tell you the reason why

they never come to the knowledge of the

truth: it is because they never loved

the truth, and consequently they went

the wrong way to work. There have

been such men in every age, and there

are just such now, and I expect there


