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of our salvation, that we live and are en-

gaged in a work which will result in the

final extinction of wickedness and abom-

ination from the earth.

Within the last twelve months I have

seen this people become more humble

and prayerful, and I have seen them re-

new their covenants; I have seen them

make restoration and restitution, and

give the pledge of their sincerity and in-

tegrity; and I have seen the Spirit of

the Lord poured out upon them. This

also gives me exceeding joy; it affords me

comfort and sweet consolation.

Do I see this good spirit continue to

manifest itself among the people? Yes, I

do. We have wise men to stand at the

head to lead and guide us. The Lord God

of Abraham, by the revelation of his Holy

Spirit, guides the ship in which we sail.

"Is this true?" says one. Yes, it is. Does

the Lord acknowledge us as his people?

Yes, he does. How long will he continue

to do so? Just so long as we continue to

be his faithful children—just so long as

we continue to fulfil our covenants with

the Lord our God and to one another.

Should any man cherish the spirit of

war and the spirit of revenge in his bo-

som, and feel that he wants to go out

and fight and tear down everything be-

fore him? The man who feels this does

not feel as I do. No: my feelings and the

feelings of the people of God should al-

ways be calm—not irritable.

Our nerves should not be so unstrung

at any time as Sidney Rigdon's were,

when he picked up his spyglass to look

at General Clark's army, and could not

hold the glass still enough to see any-

thing. We must quiet our nerves and al-

ways be cool and deliberate.

Is there safety for us, unless we

trust in the Lord? No. There is no

other refuge. He is our only shield

and protector. The Lord fought the

battles of his people in ancient times,

and he can do it again.

Is it the people in the Territory of

Utah that our enemies are and have

been contending with? No: they are

contending against the Lord of Hosts—

against the kingdom of God, the Priest-

hood of the Most High. Is it the United

States alone that are arrayed against

the kingdom of God and his Priesthood?

No; but it is the whole empire of Satan's

kingdom—even the whole world.

We do not go into the United States

alone to preach the Gospel; but we go

everywhere upon the face of the whole

earth—to every continent and island—to

every nation and tongue.

The confusion and wickedness of

which we speak are not in the United

States only; but they are in every place

on the earth, excepting this, which is

Zion, so far as we are the pure in heart.

We have not to go particularly to one

place or nation to find opposition and the

spirit to persecute and destroy this peo-

ple. It is in every place; for this kingdom

has to contend with the powers of earth

and hell. Is the Lord able to bring his

cause to a successful issue? He is, most

assuredly.

I tell you, brethren and sisters, and I

want to impress it on your minds, that

the stay and the staff of Israel are in

the holy Priesthood that is vested in the

First Presidency and in the body of the

people. We are not to trust in the arm of

flesh, but we are to trust on the strength

of Israel's God, and live so that our con-

duct will warrant us a confidential appli-

cation to Him in the hour of danger.

Can we trust in the man whom

God has ordained and appointed to

lead his people? Yes, we can trust

in him as God's agent and represen-

tative, through whom we may know

his will concerning us; and by faith-

fully following his instructions, he will


