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the place. I have done my best to do so,
according to my means: I have planted my
grape-cuttings, and I have eaten some fruit;
I have planted my peach orchard, and have
eaten the fruit thereof; and I rejoice to see
improvements among this people.

I had the pleasure of planting some
three pecks of apple seeds in Nauvoo,
thinking they would be useful to some-
body, and I believe the trees are there now
that grew from those seeds. Yes, there are
orchards and vineyards there now, and
they will stand there as proofs that this
people have been an industrious people.

Why, I tell you, my brethren and sisters,
it is one of the greatest follies for men to
say that they will not improve because they
are not going to stay here. I will build as
good a place as I feel I need here; and I will
say something else: I would like to see the
Temple of the Lord built, and I feel that
if it is his will that I should live, I will do
what I can towards building that Temple,
for I want to see it reared. Brethren, let us
rear that Temple—give it into the hands of
those who manage the affairs of the king-
dom, and all the means that we can, so
that the work may be accomplished speed-
ily, and that we may have a renewal of our
endowments.

“Why,” says one, “the endowments are
going on.” That is true: a portion of the en-
dowments are going on, but there are other
things that never will until the Temple is
built—of which are the baptism for the
dead and our endowments by proxy for our
dead friends. Are they going on? No. Will
they, before that house is built? No, not
that I know of. That is one sermon.

There is another thing. Who is there that
feels generous towards that man who has
gone beyond the veil—who is gone where
he cannot do anything for himself? I tell you
I want to see that spirit among the brethren.
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Suppose, therefore, we get rid of some of
our selfishness, and be willing, if proper,
to take the wife of some faithful brother
who has passed behind the veil, and raise
up posterity unto him. If we can do this,
in connection with other duties which we
have to perform, we shall be doing good
for others as well as for ourselves.

What do the Scriptures say? “There is
no work, nor device, nor knowledge, nor
wisdom in the grave, whither thou goest.”
No—there is no device there, for so says
brother Brigham, the Prophet. He says
that all the endowments have to be given
on this side the veil, or they never will be
given. [President B. Young: That is true.]

I can say, when I see what there is to
do—the mighty work that has to be per-
formed for the living and the dead, the
responsibility is great. Who can estimate
it? And good order has got to be observed
in regard to this eternal inheritance which
is in store for the faithful; for without it
all are perishing; but by the Gospel and its
power there is an eternal endurance, and
we have had some foretaste of a few things
that are in reserve for the faithful Saints.

I feel, as brother Brigham says, that I
want to see that Temple built. Did you ever
sit down and meditate, when all was quiet,
when the spirit of serenity seemed to fill the
whole house, and when it seemed as if there
was some messenger there? If you have, al-
though you did not see him, there was a mes-
senger there—there was a good spirit pres-
ent. As you continue to contemplate upon
the dead, you say, “How I wish I could do
something for the redemption of the dead!”

You could not bear to behold that mes-
senger who whispers in your ears and invites
you to be active in doing a work for your
dead friends. That messenger will inspire
you with a desire to do something for those
who have passed behind the veil. Every
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