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mighty bodies of men, whose business

it is to act under the direction of the

two first Quorums; then come the Elders,

Priests, Teachers, and Deacons, who con-

stitute the organization of the Priest-

hood in the Church, and who are called

to assist in preparing the way for Jesus

to come. We are (all who magnify their

calling and Priesthood) trying to prepare

a people for his coming, to purge out

those that are filthy, and to put away ev-

ery evil and wrong from us, and to pre-

pare for the greater weight of glory that

is to come.

In order to do this, we are under the

necessity of chastising; and the greatest

proof to me that there is a man standing

at the head who holds communion with

God is, to see men receive chastisement

in the spirit of humility, without a mur-

mur, and be satisfied that it is for their

good.

My opinion was, before I received the

Gospel, and is the same now, that the

man who has the hardihood and bold-

ness to rebuke his brethren and to tell

them of their faults and of their errors is

a man of God. Brethren, I want to get rid

of my errors.

Brother Brigham said today, when

he addressed you, that he wanted those

who stand up to instruct the Saints to

say something worth hearing; and hence

there has been within me a feeling of

extreme diffidence, when arising to ad-

dress you, not only today, but on many

other occasions; for there is not in me

the power and wisdom to bring out great

principles before the Saints; but brother

Brigham and brother Heber can. I feel

a delicacy in standing before such a vast

multitude as are here present, knowing

that there are many bright minds in this

congregation.

Some think they could say a good

deal, if they could have the privilege

of coming upon this stand; but when

they come here, everything seems to

be shut out from their minds, and

they can scarcely say a word. The vast

amount of intellect—of knowledge that

this people possess oftentimes throws

persons who speak before them into

great confusion.

It is the most peculiar place—the

most delicate situation that a man can

be placed in; and hence I say that the

simpler a man is the better. On this very

account it is that I am contending with

myself all the time and endeavoring to be

pointed in my sayings; for I do not want

to go round about, but to say things just

as they are.

When I retain the Spirit of God—

when that light is in me which was

with Jesus in all his counselings, at such

times all the beings upon the face of the

earth would not intimidate me; but, with

a mortal tabernacle, we are subject to

the weaknesses of mortality. To commu-

nicate intelligence to this people, unless

God first communicates to me, is impos-

sible; but when he does inspire me with

his spirit, and I speak the things right

out, nobody need find any fault; and if

they do, it cannot be helped, for we must

speak that which the Spirit dictates.

I once knew a little boy who was in

the habit of being whipped by his mother

when he went to bed, in order to make

him go to sleep, and he became so ha-

bituated to the whipping that he could

not go sleep without it, and he would say,

"Mother, come and whip me."

I do not desire to be of that class, but

desire to so live as to be able to discern

true intelligence and present it before

the people in a way that they can all un-

derstand.

Brother Brigham told me to get up

here and say something. I have done

so, and will now tell you that my all

is invested in this kingdom: it is all

for the establishment of the Church

of Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

Not gold, nor silver, nor the perish-


