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able things of this world are invaluable to
me—such articles will perish and molder
away—but those imperishable treasures
that can never be destroyed—the inestima-
ble riches that God has put into my posses-
sion; for these, my life, my goodwill, my
faith, my prayers, and all that I can do and
possess are devoted to the establishment
of righteousness and the building up of
the kingdom of God on the earth. All my
substance and every faculty which God has
given me are subject to the word of brother
Brigham.

When a man thus surrenders himself,
his family, his means, and everything he
controls to the servants of God, what will
he have in return? We have left all and have
come off into these valleys, in the midst of
the Rocky Mountains; and what shall we
have as a reward? Jesus said, “There is no
man that hath left house, or parents, or
brethren, or wife, or children, for the king-
dom of God’s sake, who shall not receive
manifold more in this present time, and
in the world to come life everlasting.” Is
there not a compensation here promised?
There is.

Here is a key. When the Devil comes to
you and asks you if you want to serve God,
tell him that it is none of his business, and
that will bluff off the Devil.

Brother Kimball has said that if I had
not been sick, I should have died; and I
don’t know but I should. I believe it has
all been for my good, and I can truly say
I have not felt so well for many years as I
have felt since I recovered from my sickness
last January. When a man is sick, if the
mind is uneasy, it injures the body. Since
I have got well, I have made a practice of
sitting down contemplating and holding
communion with God and my own heart;
and I do feel and know that I am an heir
of salvation; and I do not mean that any
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enemies shall take this hope and assurance
away from me.

I have thought sometimes that I would
never die till I had been to Europe. When
we went to Quincy, after we were mobbed
out of Missouri, and a number of breth-
ren were selected to go on missions, I rec-
ollect what brother Brigham said on that
occasion. He remarked, “If they did not go
and preach, they will apostatize.” I do not
know but he made the remark in my pres-
ence for my benefit.

Well, we had just survived the bloody
persecutions of Missouri, and had got into
Illinois, and were all as poor as a church
mouse ever was, and many of us felt almost
disheartened. We had neither cow, nor ox,
nor horse, not one in twenty of us; but the
people were humane enough to take us in
and assist us a little.

Finally, however, the people of Illinois
became hostile, and would not let us live
in their midst; and we were forced to seek
a home in the midst of these mountains;
and, for one, I feel to rejoice that I am here
in this healthy climate. But, as a Canadian
would say, “This is not a poor man’s coun-
try;” but I believe that it is the best place
on earth for this people at the present time.

Brother Brigham has redeemed his word
in bringing the people here, for he said he
would lead this people to a healthy climate.
We are here in the midst of these peaceful
valleys and mountains; and I do not be-
lieve that we shall ever be driven from here,
if we do right—never, no never.

I have no trouble about this; for I have
been in the midst of mobs, and they once
held a council and determined to murder
me and my family; but the Lord turned
away their anger. This was in Missouri.
They demanded our arms; but the brethren
said they would not give them up—that
they would sooner die. I said, “Brethren,
I am the captain of this company, and
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