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they are worthy of the attention of every

civil person in our community.

We have come into these valleys to

do right; we have come to build up the

kingdom of God; we have come that the

Saints may have a place of rest, that

the oppressed may go free, and that we

may be enlightened and strengthened in

the principles of the Gospel. If we do

not take cognizance of the things that

are before us, how can we expect that

this community can dwell here in peace?

And if we have not faith and spirit and

power enough in ourselves to put down

anything that is not right in our midst,

we cannot expect to live here long un-

molested. It is well that every Elder—

that every good personwho dwells in this

community should stamp these evil prin-

ciples that brother Grant speaks of with

indignation. I have felt, since I have

been gone on a mission last year to Pot-

tawatomie County and the States, the

force, power, and spirit of the men whom

he has been speaking of here today; and

so will every Elder who goes abroad.

It is just as brother Grant has said—

that while they could send forth their

wrath and indignation to the States—

while they could stir up mobs and con-

tention in the midst of the people, it was

first-rate with them; but when the scale

began to turn, and the God of heaven

began to rule and control things for the

good of this people, it was then, "How do

you do? I feel first-rate. Come and see

me, won't you? Come and eat and drink

with me at my table, and stay as long as

you please." Why? Because God is rul-

ing things for our good, and softening the

hearts of the people, and gathering his

Saints from the four corners of the earth.

Brethren, we are serving a God who is

able to bring good out of evil for the sal-

vation of his chosen people.

Concerning dram shops, grog shops,

whiskey shops, and all shops, we heard

of this before we arrived in the city. We

could scarcely believe it; and had we

given way to our feelings, we could have

sat down and cried about it as well as

not. When we got here, we found it to

be true. But I think the medicine which

has been laid before you today will prove

effectual to some of them. I had not the

least idea, when I rose up here, that the

spiritual knockings were so close at my

heels; and if I am not mistaken, if you do

not reform before next Saturday night,

you will have some temporal knockings

that are going to do the business up at

once.

I was called upon by the Prophet in

Nauvoo to engage in temporal knocking,

and we knocked one grocery bottom side

up, and away it went, grog, glasses, to-

bacco, snuff, the Devil, and all. (Voice

in the stand: "And the Devil went with

it.") Now, the same spirit is in the City

of Great Salt Lake. The same spirit that

dwelt in the Prophet of God dwells in the

hearts of this people; and all we want is

for the word to be given, and the deed is

performed. Let me tell you, if we had the

power to accomplish this thing in Nau-

voo, the way we have got it here is not

weak. We have the power to knock tem-

porally. We will knock them into a cocked

hat. All we want is for the Mayor to

say the word, and it shall be done. I

know there are Elders here before me

who would do the job up clean tonight,

if necessary, and cleanse the city of these

nuisances.

As far as merchants are concerned, I

care but little about them. I believe ev-

ery word that brother Grant has said:

they would flood this valley with shin-

plasters, and carry away our gold. If

there is a banking institution to be given

to this people, let it be done by the Pres-

ident of the Church, and let us have the

benefit of it, and not men who would cut

your throats to get your money from you.


