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teacher in our schools that would spend

all his time in hearing one or two chil-

dren say their lessons and all the rest

remain idle? You would turn such a

teacher out of doors. The Lord is not

less wise than man. He has so arranged

the school for his children that each one

is required to do his duty. As all offi-

cers are Teachers, it should be the duty

of someone—the Bishop, or someone un-

der his direction, to see that the chil-

dren and young people, as well as all

the others in each Ward, are collected to-

gether, and that they be taught to pray

and to speak, and be instructed in all

things that are necessary; for we and our

children should learn and understand,

and improve upon every branch of sci-

ence, knowledge, and duty that is nec-

essary for us, as well as to confine our-

selves to any one of those branches. Mo-

roni said it was necessary for the peo-

ple to meet together often to pray, speak,

and teach. When I go abroad, and the

people ask me why some of our young

people do not do any better, and are so

wild, I do not know any better answer

than that we do not do our duty to them.

The question arises, What is the matter

with our children? They are full of vigor

and spirit, and they want some way to

let it out. But if the Latter-day Saints

will do their duty, and gather their chil-

dren together and train their minds in

that channel in which they have soon

got to walk, in following the footsteps

of their parents in bearing off the king-

dom of God, we shall hear no more com-

plaint about them. Is this a mystery—

a new thing? No. It is according to the

revelations and commandments of God,

and it should be taught and practiced

in every Ward in this city and in every

Branch of the Church wherever it exists,

lest we come under condemnation. The

people of Zion once were told that they

were under condemnation, and would

remain under it until they remembered

to do the things that were taught them.

If we met together often and did our

duty, what time should we have to be

idle? None at all. If all men, women,

and children met together to pray and

teach, they would feel that they must

live consistent with their profession, and

they would in a great measure cease to

do evil. Then how long would it be before

the Spirit of God would rest upon our

children? And how long would it be said

that, "I am sorry that we have got to fort

up, because the children of my neighbors

are so bad that they will spoil mine?"

Not long; but it would be said, "I am

glad that we can be together—that we

can have such good schools and prayer

meetings; and the children have such

a good spirit, that it encourages mine

to good works." We have to be called to

this, for we have to be tried in all things;

for if we were not, we should not dif-

fer from the Gentiles, who will neither

borrow nor lend. The Gentile priests

have not been tried in the canyons and

many other places, as our Elders have;

but we have been tried in a manner that

it has taught us to help each other and

teach each other. When our children

meet to sing, pray, and speak, some may

not want to do it. They may say it is

too great a trial for them; yet they can

do it. With a little practice, that feel-

ing will pass away. Let the names of all

in the Ward be taken and given to the

Teacher, whether it be the Bishop or any-

one that takes the lead of the school or

meeting, and let him call upon each one

in their turn to pray or speak. Should

any young man say, "I wish to be ex-

cused, for I got drunk the other day, and

would not like to speak," you then are

the very one that ought to pray, and

repent, and do better. But what shall

I say? Say that you got drunk, and

ask the school to forgive you, and that


