
We have come together today, accord-
ing to previous appointment, to hold a 
special Conference, to transact business 
a month earlier than usual, inasmuch as 
there are Elders to be selected to go to the 
nations of the earth; and they want an ear-
lier start than formerly. There will prob-
ably be Elders chosen to go to the four 
quarters of the globe to transact business, 
preach the Gospel, etc.

I recollect reading in one of the rev-
elations, in the Book of Doctrine and 
Covenants, where the Lord says—“If a 
man, inasmuch as he is an Elder, has a de-
sire in his heart to preach the Gospel, he 
it is that is called to preach the Gospel.” 
On the other hand, the Scriptures, or some 
of the other revelations of God, say that 
“many are called, but few are chosen.” 
When a man has that desire in his heart, 
he is called; but, perhaps, not a great many 
will be chosen to go forth and preach the 
Gospel.

I suppose you are all aware, by the in-
formation that we have received from our 
brethren the Apostles, who have lately 
returned from foreign missions, that the 
work of God has commenced in many 
nations of Europe and upon the islands 
of the sea. Still there are many nations 
where the Gospel door has not yet been 
opened in a direct way. Though the 
foundation has been laid for the intro-

duction of the Gospel among them, and 
indirectly the door has been opened to all 
nations—that is, it has been opened into 
the main room; still there are a great many 
adjacent rooms leading from that, that 
have yet to be opened with the smaller 
keys.

I want to say one thing before we pro-
ceed to the business of calling and setting 
apart those who have to go from this place 
to the nations this season. We have made 
a selection of a considerable number of 
Elders to leave home and go abroad. This 
may be repugnant to the feelings of some: 
they may think it is a hazardous under-
taking. But at the same time, to go now 
is nothing to compare with going out to 
preach the Gospel fifteen years ago, when 
they had to go, not only without purse 
or scrip, but without any knowledge that 
there was a friend to take them by the 
hand when they arrived at their destina-
tion. Now they cannot go to any part of 
the world, scarcely, but they will find 
themselves among the Saints.

It is a pleasure to preach the truth. I 
will say, to those who love to do the will 
of the Father, as it was with Jesus Christ; 
for says he, “Father, not my will, but thine 
be done;” I wish to know nothing but 
thy will, and that I will do until I spend  
my life. Did he not do this? He did.  
You require that same spirit and deter-
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