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matters, and I hope and pray that every
man who is called upon to go forth on
missions to preach the Gospel may have
the faith of the Church upon his head, and
that they all may lift up their voices in faith
before the people, that the light of truth
may be a lamp in their path; and that, by
their exertions and the blessings of God, it
may be lighted up in distant nations.

I recollect a little incident in history, that is
told of William the Conqueror. After he had
been king in England twenty years, he became

very corpulent. In consequence of a little
joke upon his corpulency by the French
king, he declared war, and the declaration
was made in these words—“Tell my fair
uncle I will pay him a visit, and I will bring
along tapers enough to set all France on
fire.” You may suppose we are sending out
but a few Elders—probably not more than
one hundred or one hundred and fifty; but
we intend to continue the work, and send
out Elders enough to set the world on fire,
spiritually.
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CONDITION OF THE WORLD, ETC.

REMARKS BY ELDER JOHN TAYLOR, DELIVERED AT A SPECIAL CONFERENCE
HELD IN THE TABERNACLE, GREAT SALT LAKE CITY, AUGUST 28, 1852
Reported by G. D. Watt

Brother George was talking about set-
ting the world on fire. I think, when the
Elders have traveled through the world as
far as some of us have, and seen the rotten-
ness and weakness of their institutions—
the folly and corruption that everywhere
prevail, they will find that it is pretty near
time, as the Prophets have said, for it to be
burned up, and all its works.

But I suppose it is necessary, before the
world is burned up, that the good wheat
should be saved and gathered into the gar-
ner, and prepare to take a fresh start in
peopling the earth and placing affairs upon
a proper foundation.

There is no person that reflects
upon the condition of the world, as
it now exists, but his heart must be
pained—must be filled with sympathy
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for the inhabitants of the earth. I have
gazed upon their proceedings myself; I
have watched their follies, abominations,
and corruptions; I have seen them with
mine own eyes until I have wept over
them. They seem to me to be regardless
of God, heaven, hell, eternity, or anything
else; and there are thousands, and tens of
thousands, and millions of people upon
the continent of Europe that would like no
better employment than to go into deadly
combat and destroy one another.

The people talk about how corrupt we,
the Latter-day Saints, are. If all they say
about us be true, it is only a tithing of what
you will find in the world. I have told them
to look at home—to examine their own

firesides, and they would find plenty of
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