CONDITION OF THE WORLD, ETC.

corruption and abomination. They are liv-
ing without God in the world—without
hope, and they are dying without hope;
consequently, they are careless, profligate,
and reckless.

The Lord has shone upon us: he has lit
up a candle of intelligence in our souls—
has imparted to us the principles of eternal
truth, opened the heavens, and sent his holy
angel to put us in possession of principles
that will exalt us in the scale of intelligence
among men, and raise us up to be associates
of the Gods in the eternal worlds.

Then shall we who have thus been
blessed with the visions of eternity—with
light and intelligence—we who are filled
with the Spirit of God burning in our hearts,
who have gazed upon the hidden things of
eternity, and contemplated the purposes
of God in their majesty and glory—I say,
shall we shrink from the task of going forth
to snatch these fallen sons of men from ev-
erlasting burning? Should we refuse to do
s0, it would testify that we had not a single
spark of humanity in our bosoms, and were
not fit to live in the world, much less to as-
sociate with the Gods in the eternal worlds.

I know you have a desire to do these
things; but I will tell you, there are many
things that are calculated to try the feelings
of men.

Those who have to go out have to put
their noses to the grindstone, and keep
them there, and let them grind at it, and
not murmur a word; and then, before they
are healed, put them there again, and bear
it all the time, and go along without say-
ing anything; for you know it is a sin in
the religious world to get angry. You need
not attempt to without faith in God; and
you will have need of all the wisdom and
intelligence you can command. You can-
not go and convert the world all at once;
for it is too far sunken in folly and vice.
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This reminds me of a dream a brother had
in France. He said he thought he was try-
ing to kindle a fire on the seashore. Every
time he attempted to light it, a wave came
and rolled over it, and he could hardly ac-
complish it until the tide began to recede;
and then he considered he would build up
a fire when the wood got dry.

You need not think of going abroad into
the world, and going, as the Methodists
sing, “on flowery beds of ease;” for a great
many consider you as impostors, and as a
general thing you are looked upon as suspi-
cious characters, to say the least of it, and
you will be closely watched. If you go to
those foreign nations, your footsteps will
be traced. No matter how privately you
may make your entrance, or how privately
you may take your departure, it will all
be known to the police authorities, and
they can give all the information required
touching your movements.

It was not more than ten minutes af-
ter | had taken the cab and started to the
railway station to take my last departure
from France, when one of the high police
came to inquire after me. The gentleman
with whom I stayed was a very affection-
ate friend to me, and he kept the police
in conversation for two hours, speaking
very highly of me. He told them I was a
respectable, high-minded man, etc. The
police told him of every place I had been
at since I came to Paris; when I came to
France; what hotel I stayed in; when I went
to England, and how long I stayed there;
when I went to Germany, and how long
I stayed there; what books I had printed,
etc., etc. He gave my friend a most min-
ute account of every step I had taken; and
all this is recorded in the books of the po-
lice. They have a congress of police among
the nations of Europe, by which they can
transmit information about every per-
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